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By Mark Schauer
Col. Charles Seaberry assumed 

command of U.S. Army Yuma Prov-
ing Ground (YPG) from Col. John-
athon Nelson on June 11, accepting 
the guidon from Maj. Gen. Patrick 
Gaydon, Commanding General of 
Army Test and Evaluation Com-
mand.

The son of Non-Commissioned 
Officers, Seaberry pledged to contin-
ue YPG’s reputation for excellence at 
the forefront of Army transformation 
efforts. 

“My command philosophy will 
be to rely hugely and heavily on the 
workforce,” he said. “I give minimal 
direction. I like that what I see of 
the workforce that surrounds me is 
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By Mark Schauer
With eight decades of experience 

conducting developmental testing 
drones, U.S. Army Yuma Proving 
Ground (YPG)’s institutional 
knowledge is unmatched in the 
Department of War. 

The U.S. military has used 
unmanned aircraft for decades to 
perform dangerous reconnaissance 
and attack missions that save 
lives, and the importance of small, 
unmanned aircraft systems (sUAS) 
grows with each passing year. 

As the technology proliferates, 
drones’ use in warfare has become 
significant, necessitating robust 
counter-sUAS (C-sUAS) defenses for 
use anywhere American forces may 
be deployed. 

Since the establishment of Joint 
Interagency Task Force 401 by 
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth last 
August, U.S. Army Yuma Test Center 
has been designated as the primary, 
dedicated interagency C-sUAS test 
and training range. The designation 
means specifically that YPG will 
primarily focus on Class I and II small 
UAS, while larger Class III through V 
systems will continue to primarily be 
tested at White Sands Missile Range, 
YPG’s larger sister installation. 

“We’ve been working this 
mission since the Army Rapid-
Equipping Force came here for 
Desert Chance in 2015 where we 
needed to see what industry had to 

SEE DESIGNATION  page 10

since the establishment of Joint Interagency task Force 401 by secretary of War pete Hegseth in august 2025, u.s. army 
yuma test Center has been designated as the primary, dedicated interagency C-suas test and training range. (u.s. army 
photo)

New CsUAS designation for U.S. Army 
Yuma Proving Ground

New commander to lead U.S. Army 
Yuma Proving Ground into future

New U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground Commander Col. Charles Seaberry (left) accepts the guidon from Maj. Gen. Patrick Gaydon (right), Army Test and Evaluation Command Commanding General, at the change of 
command ceremony on Cox Field on June 11. The son of Non-Commissioned Officers, Seaberry pledged to continue YPG’s reputation for excellence at the forefront of Army transformation efforts. (Photo by Mark Schauer)SEE COMMANDER  page 6
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By Ana Henderson
Soldiers with Yuma Test Center’s 

elite Airborne Test Force (ATF) are 
continually mastering their jumping 

skills. Recently the Soldiers took to 
the skies over Eloy, Ariz. to train.

At the facility, the Soldiers focus 
strictly on skydiving, often referred 

to as freefall, versus static-line 
jumps, where they are tethered to the 
aircraft. 

“It fine-tunes us,” says ATF Master 
Sgt. Donald Bullock of the training.

ATF Test Parachutist Program 
Manager Joe Castillo creates training 
programs for the Soldiers to keep 
building on their experience. 

Bullock explains, “Once jumpers 
have enough jumps, at least 400 plus, 

and they have already gone through 
all the steps Joe [Castillo] has come 
up with, they can transition into a 
non-standard parachute which is a 
non-military parachute. It’s a regular 
skydiving parachute.”

In Eloy, the jumpers are able to get 
more consecutive jumps per day. 

“Each day it’s about five to six 
jumps depending on the weather,” 
says Bullock.

Airborne Test Force Soldiers train for freefall jumps

Soldiers with Yuma Test Center’s Airborne Test Force recently took to the skies over Eloy, Ariz. to train at Skydive Arizona. At the facility, the 
jumpers are able to get more consecutive jumps per day. (Photos by Master Sgt. Donald Bullock)
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YPG employee named ATEC Command 
Employee of the Quarter

Congratulations, lieutenant

Command Mission Support: Peter Lariviere

peter Lariviere was selected as the army test and evaluation Command’s (ateC) Civilian Mission support employee 
of the Quarter, 3rd Quarter, Fiscal year 2025 from april 2025 to June 2025, while serving as an Operation research 
analysts for the engineering support branch in the Instrumentation Division. ateC’s Chief of staff Westley Williams 
wrote in an email to the workforce, “His efforts to improve data processing operations have been crucial to mission 
success.” (u.s. army photo) 

On Feb. 5, u.s. army Garrison yuma proving Ground 
firefighter/paramedic brad Gray was promoted to lieu-
tenant/paramedic. During a ceremony at the fire station 
on post, Gray received a certificate, his new badge, and 
helmet insignia showing his new title. (Loaned photos)
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the editor, Outpost, yuma proving Ground, yuma, aZ, 85365
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Soldiers with Yuma Test Center’s Airborne Test Force recently took to the skies over Eloy, Ariz. to train at Skydive Arizona. At the facility, the 
jumpers are able to get more consecutive jumps per day. (Photos by Master Sgt. Donald Bullock)

U.S. Marine Corps Master Sgt. Malachi Even, a chief instructor with Marine Corps Detachment U.S. Military Freefall School Training Command Yuma Proving Ground descends with a deployed parachute during a search and rescue training on May 5, 2026. Marines, Soldiers, 
and the Yuma Sheriff County Office worked together to develop their personnel recovery skills and improve interoperability between branches. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Sarah E. Foster)

Soldiers and civilians who 
selflessly gave their time 
as volunteers around 
post were recognized for 
their contributions. Army 
Community Services held 
a volunteer recognition 
ceremony on June 10 at 
the Palm Garden to thank 
the volunteers for their 
service at various locations 
across YPG including Better 
Opportunities for Single 
Soldiers, Army Community 
Services, Environmental 
Sciences, public affairs, 
and the post library. 
Between all the volunteers 
on post, they contributed 
over 1,200 hours with 
Troy Balke leading the 
group with more than 500 
volunteer hours. (Photos by 
Christopher Reitman)

MAG-13 and Military Freefall Instructors Conduct Search and Rescue Training

YPG volunteers recognized for their contributions
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By Ana Henderson
Christie Shew is many times the 

first person people moving to U.S. 
Army Yuma Proving Ground meet. 
She’s the Community Director for 
Desert Oasis Housing and has the 
pleasure of welcoming families to 
their new home on post. 

“We call each other by first name 
basis by the time they walk in the 
door,” she recalls.   

Her role as a military spouse also 
helps her, help others.

“I am able to answer all their ques-
tions to make them feel a little bit 
more comfortable about the transi-
tion of coming to YPG.”

Desert Oasis Housing is privatized 
housing on post at YPG. Several 
times in the last few years it has 
ranked high on the Tenant Satisfac-
tion and Opinion Survey. 

Shew said, “We have been in the 

top 10 out of 48 installations, so that 
has been a big plus. We are such a 
tight knit community, so it makes ev-
eryone feel welcome and at home.”

Shew has worked in the housing 
office for several years but at one 
time she was the family moving to 
YPG. Her husband Sergeant 1st 
Class Cody Shew is a Soldier with 
the Airborne Test Force and has 
served for 17 years in the U.S. Army. 
They have now been at YPG for nine 
years but before that had lived in 
several larger military communities. 

“Moving as a military family… it 
was tough, especially having smaller 
children,” she recalls. 

“I think moving to a smaller com-
munity like YPG made the transition, 
even to the remote desert area, a 
very easy one for our family. At the 
bigger ones it’s so much tougher. It’s 
hard to make friends, where actually 

at YPG you feel like family.”
In addition to a career, a life as 

a military spouse and a mother, 
Shew is the assistant cheerleading 
coach at Gila Ridge High School. 
Her involvement in cheer started 
when her daughter was in sixth 
grade and continued as she made 
her way through high school. Shew 
was involved in the booster club and 
became president. Then the coaching 
opportunity came about so Shew 
earned her coaching certificate and 
began coaching. 

“It’s been an amazing experience.”
While her daughter no longer at-

tends Gila Ridge High School, Shew 
still feels like the team mom.

“Your cheerleaders also feel like 
your children because you become 
so close to them and they come to 
you just like one of your children 
would.”

YPG housing director wears many hats: 
career woman, military spouse and cheer coach

Christie Shew moved to Yuma Proving Ground nine years ago when 
her husband, Sergeant 1st Class Cody Shew a Soldier with the 
Airborne Test Force, was stationed at Yuma Test Center. (Photo by 
Ana Henderson)

In addition to a career, a life as a military spouse and a mother, Christie Shew (left, back row) is the assistant cheerleading coach at Gila 
Ridge High School. Her involvement in cheer started when her daughter was in sixth grade. When the coaching opportunity came about 
Shew earned her coaching certificate and began coaching. (Loaned photo)

Christie Shew is the Community Director and is many times the first-person people moving to U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground meet. Desert 
Oasis Housing is privatized housing on post at YPG. Several times in the last few years it has ranked in the top 10 on the Tenant Satisfaction 
and Opinion Survey. Shew (far right) is pictured with the housing team. (Loaned photo)
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Former Yuma Proving Ground Commander Col. John Nelson relinquished command of YPG on June 11 to Col. Charles Seaberry. During 
a luncheon on June 4, the YPG workforce provided him and his family with a proper sendoff. Many spoke of Nelson’s unwavering and 
impactful leadership during these last three years at YPG. He and his wife Gina received meaningful parting gifts as they make their move to 
another command within the U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Command. (Photos by Ana Henderson)
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Nelson. “That really lent our range to 
presenting contested environments for 
the counter-UAS mission.”

The designation is already 
garnering YPG additional attention 
from the highest levels of government. 
U.S. Senator Kevin Cramer, Chairman 
of the Senate Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Airland, visited 
in January for an in-depth look at 
the post’s extensive C-sUAS testing 
capabilities.

“The committee and certainly the 
Department of War has taken base 
security especially to heart and has 
tried to incentivize as much private 
sector innovation as possible,” Cramer 
said. “When I learned that Yuma 
Proving Ground was the tip of the 
spear on a lot of that testing, that is 
what prompted me to come here.”

Cramer said he was impressed by 
the post’s efforts and its personnel. 

“What I have learned is very 
encouraging to me,” Cramer said. 
“Our Army facilitates real innovation 
at the speed of our adversaries, and 
we’re quite advanced at it.”

there is nothing quite like a gift from the heart. the post library hosted a Valentines Day card making event where Children from ypG’s youth services and community members 
poured their thoughts onto paper and decorated with glitter and hearts. (photos by bea brimmage) 

Love is in the air at the library

928.920.31041.800.273.TALK

COL Nelson and family receive a farewell luncheon
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people who come in motivated and 
bringing innovation.”

Prior to his recent tenure as Direc-
tor of the U.S. Army Combat Capa-
bilities Development Command’s 

Forward Element-Atlantic, Seaberry 
served as Product Manager for the 
Common Synthetic Environment. 
Commissioned in 2001, he joined 
the Army Acquisition Corps in 2007. 
YPG was his top choice for com-
mand prior to being selected, and he 
is already impressed by the post’s 
vast institutional knowledge.

“The longevity in these positions 
strikes me,” he said. “15 years plus 
is probably the mean value of the 
tenure of people talking to me about 
how long they have been part of the 
YPG mission.”

During his command, Seaberry 
wants to ensure that YPG’s culture 
for safety and excellence is sus-

tained. He also stressed he wants the 
installation to continue its over 80 
years of outstanding rapport with the 
local Yuma community.

“The warm gestures and respect 
given to the military community here 
are extremely impressive,” he said. 
“It’s about not taking for granted 
what the service members do to pro-

COMMANDER
FROM PAGE 1

New U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) Commander Col. Charles Seaberry speaks at the change of command ceremony at YPG’s Cox 
Field on June 11. “It is an extreme honor and a privilege to stand here amongst the Soldiers, civilians, and teammates whose dedication 
and commitment make YPG what it is,” he said. “Together we will deliver for the Army, the joint force, and specifically for the Soldiers who 
depend on us to get it right.” 

Outgoing Commander Col. John Nelson speaks at the change of command ceremony. Nelson’s next assignment is as Commander of U.S. 
Army White Sands Missile Range. (Photos by Mark Schauer)

Maj. Gen. Patrick Gaydon, Commanding General of the Army Test and Evaluation Command, speaks at the post’s change of command 
ceremony. “I can’t say how much I appreciate this talented and dedicated team,” he said of YPG. “There is unmatched talent and 
professionalism in the culture here.”

Members of YPG’s elite Airborne Test Force perform a jump onto Cox Field at the beginning of the change of command ceremony. 
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tect our nation, and I’m thoroughly 
impressed by it.”

In recent years, YPG has achieved 
an unprecedented prominence within 
the Department of War and ambitious 
Army transformation efforts will 
continue apace for the foreseeable 
future. Seaberry is eager to promote 
all that YPG has to offer the Army 

and Department of War.
“The folks who know what we do 

here utilize it to verify and validate 
their capability to put it in the hands 
of Soldiers. I want to keep those rela-
tionships strong, but I want to reach 
out and touch the folks who don’t 
know about us, in industry, in aca-
demia, and in commercial industry.”

YPG Commander Col. Charles Seaberry talks with media representatives from KYMA, KTVK, and KAWC prior to the ceremony. “The main 
feeling I have is excitement: ready to get started and do what the mission calls on me to do,” he said. “What we do here is extremely 
important and I found that the workforce here is all in.”

Hundreds of visitors packed YPG’s Cox Field to join new YPG Commander Col. Charles Seaberry. “The warm gestures and respect given to 
the military community here are extremely impressive,” he said.

YTC Commander recognizes 
employees for their years of service

10 Years

15 Years

Erik Hurtado and Cesar Ramirez

Marco Nixen and Rob Fillinger (Photos by Ana Henderson)
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YPG and YTC Commanders recognized workforce’s accomplishments
Yuma Proving Ground and Yuma Test Center leadership along with members of the workforce gathered on June 3 to 

recognize the excellent work of the following employees. (Photos by Ana Henderson)

YPG Staff Employee of the 2nd Quarter
Civilian Service Achievement Medal

Airborne Test Force’s Water Jump

Civil Service Achievement Medal Wellness Challenge
Top 3 in Transformation Challenge

Top 3 Teams in the Step/Cycle Challenge

Years of Service Flight Services earns safety award

Big Test Week Concept Focused Warfighting Experiment 2026
Civilian Service Achievement Medal:

Durred Francher

Sgt. First Class Cody Lavalla received an Army 
Commendation Medal and Joe Castillo received 

a Civilian Service Commendation Medal.

Lori Ittner received a Civilian Service 
Achievement Medal and Special Act award.

Ramon Noriega with 20 years of service 
and Robert Decorse and Craig Magdaleno 

with 5 years of service. 

Scott Myers, Justin Croutch, and Robert Tackett 
received an Army Accident Prevention Award of 

Accomplishment in Safety from the Army Test and 
Evaluation Commander Maj. Gen. Patrick Gaydon. 

1st: Eddy Patchet – 12.3% change
2nd: Austin Rudolph – 9.1% change

3rd: Grace Conner - 8.5% change

1st: Ground Pounders 
2,500,847 steps/cycle
2nd: Holy Walkamolies 
2,103,860 steps/cycle

3rd: Hey, I’m walking here! 
854,885 steps

Martin Gilbert, Thomas Hall, Christopher Jordan 
received a Civilian Service Achievement Medal 
while Edgar Hurtado received a Civilian Service 

Commendation Medal. David Acevedo
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Here’s to life.

Convenient, expert emergency and  

walk-in care near you.

onvidahealth.org/Emergency
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providers, delivering fast, compassionate care when it matters most.
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Army Family Team Building (AFTB) is a program designed to help you understand 
Army culture and give you the skills and resources you need to become a self-reliant, 
self-sufficient member of  the military community. AFTB training will help you 
adapt to military life, manage change and embrace challenges.

This education provides the Army Family with the skills and tools to successfully ma-
neuver through the Army system and access all the resources and services available to them.

• AFTB (Level I) Military Knowledge (k) Modules train basic information about the Army: You’ll learn about the 
Army life and how to maneuver through daily challenges by discovering how to decipher Army acronyms, utilize 
community resources, attain better financial readiness, and understand the goal and impact of  the Army mission on 
daily life.

• AFTB (Level II) Personal Growth and Resiliency (G) Modules train personal growth skills: Learn how to improve 
your personal relationships and communication and stress management skills. Discover how teams form and grow, 
how to solve problems, and how to resolve personal conflict. You’ll also learn about Army traditions, customs, 
courtesies and protocols.

• AFTB (Level III) Leadership Development (L) Modules train leadership skills: Thrive in the Army and civilian life 
by expanding leadership skills and effective communication techniques and learning to mentor others into leadership 
positions. You’ll learn about the different leadership styles, how to run an effective meeting, how to manage group 
conflict, and how to coach and mentor.

FREE online training available for Soldiers, 
Family members and civilians: 
https://www.armyfamilywebportal.com/

For more information, contact Army Community 
Service at (928) 328-3350.

Army Family Team Building
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By Mark Schauer
U.S. Army Yuma Proving 

Ground (YPG) has a long history of 
supporting multiple aspects of outer 
space utilization and exploration.

From hosting tests for NASA since 
the inception of the space program to 
serving as the developmental testing 
site of the Global Positioning Satellite 
system in the 1970s and 1980s, YPG 
has deep institutional knowledge. 

Local and state officials in 
Arizona are likewise enthusiastic 
about fostering space industry in 
the state. After being inactive for 
more than a decade, the Arizona 
Space Commission was relaunched 
last February. Commission member 
Douglas Nicholls, City of Yuma 
Mayor, offered to host one of its 
regular public meetings in Yuma and 
asked YPG to serve as venue. The 
post did so on Jan. 14.

“I believe that as we grow our 
aerospace industry in Arizona, 
the assets here at YPG that aren’t 
provided anywhere else in the 
state—and in few other states in the 
country-- would be beneficial to our 
industry partners,” said Nicholls. 

“The ability to do private industry 
work in this amazing test facility 
the Army has developed in Yuma is 
unique, and the staff has a great deal 
of institutional knowledge.”

A highlight of the meeting was 
a presentation about the proposed 
Yuma Spaceport by City of Yuma 
Chief Information Officer Isaiah 
Kirk. A public-private partnership 
that plans to launch 12-24 satellite 
payloads of up to 1,300 pounds per 
year over the Sea of Cortez, officials 
hope to host the first launch before 
the close of the decade. The facility 
would be the first of its kind in 
Arizona and is expected to bring 
an additional aerospace industry 
cluster to support it, and commission 
members were interested in 
learning about YPG’s ability to 
support testing for private industry 
customers. 

“There are a lot of industry 
partners that don’t have the suite of 
instrumentation to collect test data 
that we have, and we are able to 
facilitate testing for them,” said Col. 
John Nelson, YPG Commander. “I 
do see some opportunities where 

industry may want to leverage a set 
of instrumentation and operators for 
use at that facility. We definitely feel 
that some of the capabilities we have 
are complimentary to what they are 
trying to do there.”

Following the meeting, 
commission members received 
capabilities briefings from Nelson 
and Lt. Col. John Leone, Operations 
Manager for Marine Corps Air 
Station Yuma. The group then 
met with multiple subject matter 
experts from YPG’s aviation 

systems, electronic warfare, and 
instrumentation branches. 

“I knew there was incredible 
stuff here, but there is something so 
impressive about actually being here 
and learning about it,” said Marisa 
Walker, Executive Vice President 
of Infrastructure for the Arizona 
Commerce Authority. “We’re always 
interested in figuring out ways for 
those companies we are working 
with who have unique testing 
capability requirements to be able to 
leverage assets like this.”

U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground hosts 
Arizona Space Commission meeting

u.s. army yuma proving Ground (ypG) Commander Col. John Nelson (left) gives a capabilities briefing to members of the 
arizona space Commission after a public meeting of the arizona space Commission held at ypG on Jan. 14, 2026.

u.s. army yuma proving Ground technical Director ross Gwynn (right) discusses capabilities with members of the arizona 
space Commission during a tour following the public meeting. (photos by Mark schauer)
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By Mark Schauer
U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground 

(YPG) celebrated the Army’s 251st 
birthday on June 10 with an early 
morning walk-run event followed by 
a ceremony where the post’s oldest 
and youngest Soldiers engaged in the 
traditional Army Birthday cake-cut-

ting.
For more than a quarter of a 

millennium, the United States Army 
has courageously fought our coun-
try’s wars and served honorably in 
peace. Thanks to American Soldiers, 
freedom’s light shines as a beacon 
throughout the world. 

“We owe a great deal to those who 
served before us,” said then YPG 
Commander Col. John Nelson in 
remarks at the ceremony. “Our vet-
erans and retirees helped shape the 
victories we defend today. Every day 
is a good day to thank a veteran for 
their service, but the Army Birthday 

is a particularly special one.”
Nelson’s remarks also noted the 

sacrifice of the nation’s Soldiers 
throughout history, the unfailing 
faith of their families back home, 
and the service of Army civilians at 
posts like YPG who provide vital 
support to active-duty personnel.

U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground celebrates Army’s 251st Birthday

U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) celebrated the Army’s 251st birthday on June 10 with an early morning walk-run event followed by a ceremony where the post’s oldest and youngest Soldiers engaged in the traditional Army Birthday cake-cutting. (Photos by Mark Schauer)
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