China & Taiwan Update, June 12, 2026

Previous

Next

China & Taiwan Update, June 12, 2026

Toplines

[A version of this text appeared in the

Korean Peninsula Update, June 9, 2026

]

CCP General Secretary Xi Jinping implicitly legitimized North Korea:s demands for recognition of its
nuclear program and sanctions relief. Xi-s tacit support may embolden North Korea to seek

concessions from the United States and South Korea.

Xi visited North Korea from June 8 to 9 at the invitation of Workers- Party of Korea (WPK) General
Secretary Kim Jong Un.[1] PRC state-run media outlet

Xinhua

reported on June 8 that Xi said the PRC and North Korea should strengthen strategic coordination

and cooperation and firmly safeguard each country-s -sovereignty, security, and development interest[s]-
during the summit.[2] The term -sovereignty- aligns with North Korea-s longstanding framing of its nuclear
program as a sovereign security matter.[3] Xi called for increased -people-to-people exchanges and
visits,- adding that the PRC hopes to revitalize cooperation in diplomacy, military, and trade, among
other sectors.[4]

Xinhua

reported that Kim agreed with Xi-s proposal and expressed support for the PRC:s -One China principle- and
Xi-s -Four Global Initiatives.-[5] The -Four Global Initiatives- are Xi-s diplomatic framework that calls for a
multipolar international order that presents an alternative to what the PRC characterizes as the -US-led
international order.- This trip is Xi-s first visit to North Korea since June 2019 and his first overseas trip in
2026.[6]

Xi appears to have legitimized North Korea-s nuclear program by acknowledging North Korea-s
-sovereignty and security- interests while avoiding using the term -denuclearization- in diplomatic settings.
ISW-CDOT has assessed that the PRC has increasingly abandoned its denuclearization rhetoric and
shifted away from opposing North Korea-s nuclear program amid deepening North Korea-Russia
relations.[7] Russia has openly supported North Korea-s nuclear arsenal as a -guarantee of prosperity, -
likely pressuring the PRC to strengthen its support to preserve engagement with North Korea.[8] Xi

and Russian President VIadimir Putin on May 20 issued a joint statement opposing sanctions and
security threats against North Korea. This indicates that Russia has raised the threshold for support

for North Korea, and Xi is signaling efforts to maintain its relative influence in Pyongyang.

The PRC similarly did not confirm whether the May 14 summit between US President Donald Trump

and Xi discussed North Korean denuclearization, despite the White House fact sheet stating that the

two discussed the issue.[9] The PRC:s deliberate omission of denuclearization language-both in the May
14 Trump-Xi summit readout and during Xi-s visit to Pyongyang-also signals to South Korea that the PRC
does not intend to deliver on Seoul-s requests and play an intermediary role in inter-Korean
relations.[10] North Korea likely sought an opportunity to consolidate its nuclear status when Kim

Jong Un publicly toured a new -nuclear material production plant- ahead of Xi-s arrival.[11] Xi-s visit will likely
embolden Kim to continue demanding US recognition of its nuclear status as a precondition in any
future dialogue. This further reduces the prospect for North Korean engagement with the United

States and South Korea.

Taiwanese opposition Kuomintang (KMT) chairperson Cheng Li-wun completed her two-week visit to
the United States on June 12, during which she claimed to promote cross-strait peace and reiterated
common KMT talking points. The PRC could view Cheng-s foreign engagements as opportunities to
advance PRC-preferred cross-strait policies indirectly.

Cheng traveled to multiple US cities including San Francisco, Boston, New York, and Washington
DC.[12] Cheng met with US officials while in Washington, including Representatives John Rose
(R-Tennessee), Chuck Fleischmann (R-Tennessee), Thomas Suozzi (D-New York), and Senator

Steve Daines (R-Montana).[13] Cheng also met with key US policymakers working on US

Indo-Pacific policy, including Senator Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska) and Representative Young Kim



(R-California).[14] Sullivan sits on the Senate Armed Services Committee and has sponsored
legislation supporting Taiwan-s defense; Kim chairs the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on East
Asia and has likewise introduced legislation to counter PRC actions against Taiwan.[15]

Cheng reportedly scheduled a meeting with the US National Security Council on June 10. The

meeting was cancelled for unclear reasons; however, even after its location changed from the White
House to the American Institute in Taiwan-s Washington headquarters.[16] Cheng expressed interest in
meeting with US President Donald Trump, but did not do so during this trip.[17]

Cheng espoused her foreign policy talking points during the meetings and stated that the KMT does
not oppose US arms sales to Taiwan.[18] This statement is somewhat in conflict with Cheng-s previous
complaints about the amount of money Taiwan spends on arms purchases and delays of
US-purchased equipment. KMT Representative to the United States Victor Chin said that Cheng
discussed arms sales to Taiwan, PRC military pressure targeting Taiwan, and the importance of
US-Taiwan transparency on arms procurement.[19] Cheng also expressed interest in US-Taiwan
collaboration on nuclear technologies.[20]

Cheng-s statements were consistent with her past statements on US-Taiwan and cross-strait relations.
Cheng expressed her support for the 1992 consensus- as a means of promoting cross-strait peace during
an interview.[21] The 1992 consensus is an alleged verbal agreement between semi-official
representatives of the KMT and CCP that says that Taiwan is part of -China,- though the two sides
disagreed on whether -China- is rightfully represented by the PRC or the Republic of China (ROC).[22]
Cheng said that she did not discuss -reunification- during her April 2026 visit with CCP General Secretary
Xi Jinping, and claimed that the mechanisms for effective cross-strait dialogue are not yet in

place.[23]

The PRC could view Cheng-s visit as an opportunity to advance PRC-aligned views within US policy
and academic communities. Cheng has previously espoused PRC talking points on Taiwan-s ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) and cross-strait relations.[24] Cheng-s past statements criticizing
Japanese military modernization under current Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi similarly echo PRC
rhetoric.[25] Cheng has also expressed views reminiscent of Russia-s rhetoric on European security
issues, blaming NATO expansion for Russia-s war in Ukraine.[26] Cheng-s 2026 meeting with Xi - the first
such meeting since 2016 - illustrated the PRC:s desire to present cross-strait engagement positively to
the Taiwanese public. The PRC is likely to continue such engagement efforts with amenable
Taiwanese politicians prior to the November local elections and 2028 Presidential elections.

The PRC Ministry of Transport (MoT) conducted a -special maritime law enforcement operation- east of
Taiwan to assert Beijing-s territorial claims, contesting Japanese-Philippine talks to delimit their
overlapping claims in the same area. The PRC derives its claims in the area from its claim to Taiwan
and is thus trying to assert its jurisdiction there.

The MoT conducted the operation from June 6 to 10 in coordination with the Fujian and Guangdong
Maritime Safety Administrations (MSA), the East China Sea Navigation Support Center, and the East
China Sea Rescue Bureau.[27] At least three MSA vessels and one search and rescue vessel jointly
patrolled in the area, escorted by two China Coast Guard (CCG) ships that had already been

patrolling there since June 1.[28] The PRC launched the operation in response to Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi and Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos, Jr.-s May 28 announcement that
their countries would discuss delimiting the boundaries between their exclusive economic zones
(EEZs), which currently overlap in an area east of Taiwan.[29] Japanese and Philippine officials did

not clarify whether they would discuss the boundaries with Taiwan or the PRC, which also claim EEZ
rights in the area, but said that the bilateral discussions would not affect the rights of any third
countries.[30] PRC officials condemned the Japan-Philippines delimitation talks as -illegal and invalid-
for bypassing Beijing and -seriously infringing on China-s sovereignty and maritime rights and interests, -
including the PRC:s claim to sovereignty over Taiwan.[31]

The PRC vessels- sailing paths, according to ship-tracking software Starboard, show that Beijing-s EEZ
claims extend 200 nautical miles (nm) from Taiwan and its eastern offshore islands. The maximum
distance that an EEZ can extend from a country-s territorial baseline is 200 nm, according to the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).[32] The PRC likely perceived Tokyo and

Manila not including it in boundary consultations as an implicit denial of PRC claims over Taiwan.
Taiwanese officials condemned the PRC operation as cognitive warfare and a violation of Taiwan-s
sovereignty.[33] The MSA and rescue vessels completed their operation on June 10, but Starboard
data shows that the two CCG ships are continuing to patrol the disputed area at time of writing.



PRC state media said that the operation aimed to exercise PRC law enforcement jurisdiction,
enhance traffic control capabilities in key waters, and safeguard national rights and interests.[34] The
PRC:s use of civilian law enforcement vessels to patrol the disputed waters and hail nearby ships is
unusual and very likely intended to give the operations a veneer of legitimacy. The PRC has always
claimed Taiwan and its adjoining waters as its own and has increasingly enforced this claim through
operations by CCG, PLA Navy (PLAN), and research vessels east of Taiwan during exercises or
special patrols.

The PRC is also using this incident to portray itself as the only effective defender of Taiwan-s maritime
rights, in contrast to the Taiwanese government.[35] Taiwan Affairs Office (TAO) spokesperson
Zhang Han called Taiwan-s DPP authorities -traitors to the nation- for -pandering to external forces- by failing
to object strongly to the boundary delimitation talks.[36] KMT opposition politicians in Taiwan likewise
criticized the Lai administration on similar grounds, demanding that it take a stand against Japan and
the Philippines and ensure Taiwan-s inclusion in the boundary talks.[37] Tokyo and Manila cannot
easily include either Taiwan or the PRC in maritime boundary talks east of Taiwan, however, because
their One China Policies neither recognize Taiwan as a state nor explicitly consider it part of the
PRC.[38]

The PRC:s interest in controlling the waters east of Taiwan also stems from the area-s importance to
Beijing-s anti-access area denial (A2AD) strategy.

The -law enforcement operation- drilled capabilities that the PRC may use to enforce a future quarantine
or blockade around Taiwan. The PRC has already shown it can restrict maritime traffic around
Taiwan during its military exercises by designating exercise zones that ships should avoid, which is
likely to deter most ships from passing through the area at least in the short term.[39] Taiwan-s Coast
Guard Administration (CGA) reported that the MSA ship

Hai Xun 6

hailed three passing commercial ships by radio during the operation to ask them for voyage and crew
information.[40] The PRC would likely use civilian MSA ships to warn, detain, or drive away
commercial ships from blockade or quarantine areas, while armed CCG and PLAN ships stand by to
engage would-be violators with force.

The PRC likely also wishes to exercise EEZ rights in the area so that it can continue dual-use
undersea survey operations east of Taiwan. PRC research ships have repeatedly operated east of
Taiwan to map undersea geography, study undersea conditions, place sensors and submarine
navigation beacons, and perform other activities that can support PRC undersea warfare operations
in a future conflict.[41] The PRC is especially interested in controlling this area of sea to control
passage through the Bashi Channel and the Ryukyu Islands chain and to prevent aid from reaching
Taiwan in a war or blockade. Starboard data shows that two PRC research ships, the

Jia Geng

and the

Da Yang Hao

, surveyed parts of the undersea Gagua Ridge east of Taiwan during the PRC:s -law enforcement-
operation.

Key Takeaways

PRC-North Korea Relations:

CCP General Secretary Xi Jinping met with WPK General Secretary Kim Jong Un from June 8 to 9 in
Xi-s first visit to Pyongyang since 2019. Xi-s calls for closer cooperation between the PRC and North
Korea and likely tacit acceptance of North Korea-s nuclear status reflect PRC efforts to maintain
positive relations with North Korea amid closer alignment between Pyongyang and Moscow.
US-Taiwan relations:

KMT Chairwoman Cheng Li-wun finished her US visit on June 12. Cheng met with US policy makers
and academics and espoused standard KMT talking points and some rhetoric reminiscent of PRC
statements.

PRC Grey-Zone Operations:

The PRC MoT conducted a -special maritime law enforcement operation- east of Taiwan from June 6 to
10 to assert PRC jurisdiction over the disputed waters, contesting Japanese-Philippine talks to delimit
their overlapping EEZ claims. The exercise was likely intended to reinforce PRC claims over Taiwan
and to exercise PRC A2AD operations.

Cross-Strait Relations



Taiwan

The Taiwanese government is still attempting to develop a domestic drone industry, despite
legislative setbacks in acquiring funding to do so. A robust Taiwanese domestic drone industry is
critical to Taiwan-s ability to adapt to changes in modern warfare.

Taiwan-s DPP, which controls Taiwan-s executive branch but is a minority in the Legislative Yuan (LY),
introduced the -Special Act for the Creation of the Uncrewed Vehicle Industry- for legislative review on
June 5.[42] The proposal seeks to provide NTD 550 billion (approximately $17.5 billion) on funding for
Taiwan-s domestic drone industry over five years.[43] The DPP previously attempted to include such
funding in its Special Budget for Asymmetric War, but the opposition KMT and Taiwan People-s Party
(TPP) cut the funding allocated to domestic drone industry development from the final version of the
bill passed in May.[44] The KMT and TPP voted together to strike down the new DPP special budget
on June 5.[45]

The KMT is attempting to argue that the general budget should include funding for domestic drone
development rather than a separate special budget to encourage fiscal responsibility.[46] Moving
funding for Taiwan-s domestic drone industry to the yearly general budget would likely force the DPP to
request a much lower amount of capital for domestic investment, as the general budget is under
much stricter spending constraints than Taiwan-s special budget mechanism.[47] Taiwan-s opposition
likely seeks to bring discussion of such funding to the general budget to effectively cut funding for
Taiwan-s domestic drone industry without directly opposing such funding in principle.

A robust domestic drone industry is critical for Taiwan-s efforts to develop an asymmetric defense
strategy capable of deterring a PRC invasion. The war in Ukraine has illustrated the scale and speed
of drone production required in modern warfare, and Ukraine-s domestic drone production capabilities
have bolstered its ability to rapidly innovate based on battlefield developments.[48] Taiwan-s military
conducted training exercises with first-person view (FPV) drones and Altius-600M anti-armor drones
for the first time on June 3.[49] Taiwan must develop industrial know-how and flexible drone
production capacity in addition to expertise in drone operation to be effective on the modern
battlefield. Taiwan will likely struggle to achieve this piece of military modernization without significant
investments in its domestic drone industry.

Taiwan-s CGA said that a CCG ship and a PRC research vessel coordinated for the first time in patrols
in and around the restricted waters of Taiwan-s Pratas Island.

Data from the ship monitoring software Starboard shows that CCG vessel 3501 circled Pratas twice
while patrolling in Taiwan-s restricted waters for over 24 hours from June 5 to 6, a patrol pattern that
the CCG has normalized since February 2025. The CGA said that it encountered a PRC research
vessel, the

Hai Si Lu 6

, that sailed along the edge of Pratas- restricted waters on June 6 during the CCG patrol, the first
recorded instance of such coordination.[50] Pratas is the site of a Taiwanese atoll coast guard and
naval outpost at the north end of the South China Sea.

CCG coordination with research ships to carry out incursions around Taiwan is unusual and may
represent an evolution in PRC coercive tactics. The PRC typically deploys research vessels around
Taiwan to conduct dual-use undersea surveys and monitoring activities under the guise of civilian
scientific research. Direct coordination with PRC paramilitary ships removes the scientific veneer from
these activities and may be a way to test Taiwan-s response. The CGA connected this incident to
another involving PRC research ship

Tong Ji

that circumnavigated Taiwan in early May and dropped scientific equipment near parts of Taiwan-s
contiguous zone on May 7 and 15.[51] The CGA said

Tong Ji

responded to CGA radio warnings by declaring that -there is no Republic of China, only the People-s
Republic of China.:[52] The ship-s activities indicate that it was openly challenging Taiwan-s control of its
waters. The CCG began regular incursions in Taiwan-administered waters around the Pratas and
Kinmen Islands over the past two years to assert its legal jurisdiction in those waters, test and strain
Taiwan-s response capacity, and practice maneuvers that it may use in a quarantine or blockade of
those islands.

Two PRC government ships intruded in the waters of Taiwan-s Itu Aba island in the South China Sea.
Taiwan-s CGA reported that a PRC law enforcement ship called



Sansha Zhifa 301

and a supply ship called

Sansha 2 Hao

briefly entered the restricted and prohibited waters of Itu Aba on June 11.[53] The CGA said that this
was the first such incursion and strongly condemned it as a violation of Taiwan-s sovereignty.[54] Itu
Aba, also known as Taiping Island, is the only Taiwan-administered feature in the disputed Spratly
Islands archipelago and the site of a Taiwanese military and coast guard base. Ship-tracking data
from Starboard Maritime Intelligence shows that the two PRC vessels sailed from the PRC-s Hainan
Province in a path that came close to many disputed island features in the Spratly Islands, including
Philippine outposts such as Thitu Island and PRC military bases such as Subi Reef. The PRC has
often used naval, coast guard, and maritime militia ships to contest Philippine territorial claims in the
Spratly Islands, but generally ignores Itu Aba.

Starboard data shows that

San Sha 2 Hao

has conducted one voyage around all the PRC:s claimed territories in the South China Sea each year
since at least 2020; however, sailing through Itu Aba-s restricted and prohibited waters on multiple past
voyages.

Sansha Zhifa 301

or another law enforcement ship escorted it on these voyages on multiple occasions, contradicting
the CGA:s claim that the June 11 incursion was the first such incident.

San Sha 2 Hao

is a roll-on/roll-off (RORO) ship whose functions include -transportation and replenishment,
administrative jurisdiction, emergency rescue command, emergency medical assistance, and
scientific investigation of islands and reefs,- according to the company that built it.[55] Starboard shows
that

San Sha 2 Hao

mostly operates between Hainan, PRC and the PRC-administered Paracel Islands archipelago,
beyond its annual tour of the Spratly Islands. Itu Aba could become a new target for PRC coercion in
the future, but this incursion does not appear to represent a novel PRC tactic.

Dutch frigate HNLMS

De Ruyter

transited the Taiwan Strait after operating around the Paracel Islands.

PLA Eastern Theater Command spokesperson Senior Colonel Xu Chenghua stated that the PRC
deployed naval and air assets to track and monitor the warship, accusing the

De Ruyter

of first illegally intruding around the Paracel Islands and then the Taiwan Strait.[56] The Dutch
government stated that the ship was operating in accordance with international law.[57] The PRC
used a combination of verbal warnings and electronic jamming to expel the

De Ruyter

from the PRC:s claimed territorial waters around the Paracels on May 28.[58] This is the first Dutch
transit of the Taiwan Strait in two years, with the HNLMS

Tromp

previously

transiting in June 2024.[59]

The United States and allied countries have conducted Freedom of Navigation Operations (FONOPS)
through the Taiwan Strait and parts of the South China Sea multiple times per year since the
mid-2010s to challenge illegal maritime claims by the PRC and other countries in the region.[60] The
PRC claims the entire Taiwan Strait (including its territorial waters, contiguous zone, and EEZ).[61]
Territorial waters only extend 12 nm from a state-s coastline or territorial sea baseline, however, leaving
a corridor in the middle of the strait where no country has the right to restrict the passage of foreign
ships.[62]

China

Politburo Standing Committee Member Cai Qi, often referred to as CCP General Secretary Xi Jinping-s
Chief of Staff, was appointed head of the Central Party School on June 5. Cai-s appointment illustrates
his close relationship with Xi and centralizes Cai-s oversight of the CCP.

Cai is also first secretary of the CCP Central Secretariat and the director of the CCP General



Office.[63] The Central Party School is a top cadre education institution that trains senior PRC
officials and drives CCP ideology.[64]

Cai has a long-standing relationship with Xi, having worked under him since the start of Cai-s career as
a local official in Fujian and Zhejiang provinces and being promoted rapidly after Xi became CCP
General Secretary.[65] Cai was notably promoted to the Politburo without having previously been a
member of the CCP Central Committee, an atypical promotional path within CCP leadership.[66] Xi
and former CCP General Secretary Hu Jintao previously served as head of the Central Party School
before becoming General Secretary, a prospect unlikely for Cai due to his age.[67] This appointment
signals that Xi places a significant level of trust in Cai.[68] Cai will now oversee the development and
management of the CCP, including CCP the organizational, doctrinal, and administrative functions.
Xi-s trust in Cai is particularly notable amidst the latest rounds of Central Military Commission purges,
which have left Xi increasingly isolated as he prioritizes loyalty over combat experience.[69] This
leaves Cai as one of the remaining important figures close to Xi who may influence his thinking
moving forward.[70]

US State Department China coordinator Joshua Young urged NATO allies to replace network and
critical infrastructure components from PRC-based Huawei Technologies Co. with defense-related
funding during a Brussels summit in May, underscoring European critical infrastructure vulnerabilities.
Young-s remarks did not mention specific allies, but were reportedly in reference to Germany, and
framed within the context of increased spending on core defense needs to 3.5 percent of GDP by
nearly all NATO allies in 2025.[71] Reporting on this issue also made specific reference to German
and Spanish opposition to the European Commission-s intentions to exclude PRC suppliers from
telecommunications networks, voicing concerns over maintaining state-level control and the prospect
of retaliation from the PRC.[72]

Young-s comments reflect Europe-s cybersecurity concerns over critical technology components sourced
from PRC manufacturers, particularly Huawei. EU legislation already in motion further illustrates
these concerns.[73] Continued skepticism of Huawei-s integration into EU and NATO critical
infrastructure is paramount to reducing PRC influence and means of coercion against the United
States and NATO.

The PRC may be aiming to establish a manned presence at the disputed Scarborough Shoal in the
South China Sea. The PRC could use this presence to gradually reshape the status quo and
forcefully impose its claims of sovereignty over the shoal.

Philippine Coast Guard spokesperson Jay Tarriella reported on June 9 that the Philippines has been
monitoring eight separate structures or objects in the vicinity of Scarborough Shoal.[74] Philippine Air
Force aircraft confirmed on June 8 during an overflight of the shoal that one of the structures was
manned by six people and possibly housed an antenna.[75] The Philippines issued a formal
diplomatic protest to the PRC on June 9 over the presence of the manned structure.[76] A PRC
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) spokesperson did not deny the presence of the structure in a June 9
press conference and stated that the shoal was the PRC:s sovereign territory, allowing it to conduct
actions in the area such as scientific research.[77] The 2002 Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN)-PRC Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea states that all parties
will refrain from inhabiting the uninhabited islands, reefs, shoals, cays, and other features in the
region.[78] ASEAN and the PRC are in the process of negotiating a more binding Code of Conduct in
the South China Sea, although key differences remain between some ASEAN nations and the PRC
regarding the Code-s content.[79]

The PRC may be aiming to reshape the status quo around Scarborough Shoal before finalizing a
South China Sea Code of Conduct. The PRC has maintained a semi-permanent presence around the
shoal with CCG and PLAN vessels, but has not taken steps to inhabit the shoal.[80] The PRC used a
similar method of gradually establishing a more permanent presence on South China Sea islands
before reclaiming land and developing military infrastructure on them, most notably on Mischief
Reef.[81] The presence of a manned structure, albeit a floating one, on Scarborough Shoal could
signal the PRC is setting conditions for a similar gradual development of a PRC presence on the
shoal.

The PRC has sought to establish significant military infrastructure in the South China Sea to extend
its ability to exert sea control in the region and project power throughout Southeast Asia.[82] The
PRC also seeks to deny its adversaries the use of South China Sea features due to the region-s critical
sea lines of communication and abundant natural resources.[83] Control over Scarborough Shoal



would strengthen the PRC:s regional position, particularly in relation to the Philippines, due to the

proximity of the Shoal to Philippine waters. The PRC could use the shoal as an outpost for malign

maritime activity within the Philippines: EEZ to undermine Philippine sovereignty over its claims in the

South China Sea.

Oceania

The PRC sanctioned four New Zealand Parliament members for violating the -one-China principle- by

visiting Taiwan. These sanctions could create a rift between the PRC and New Zealand, which has

historically held stronger relations with the PRC than other members of the Five Eyes

intelligence-sharing network.

PRC MFA spokesperson Mao Ning accused four New Zealand lawmakers of meddling in the PRC-s

internal affairs by traveling to Taiwan and banned them from visiting the PRC for one year.[84] New

Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon objected to the PRC:s decision, calling it -inappropriate.-[85]

Luxon said on June 5 that he would raise the issue in upcoming diplomatic talks with the PRC.[86]

New Zealand-PRC relations have raised concerns among other members of the Five Eyes, an
intelligence-sharing network that also includes the United States, Britain, Canada, and Australia.[87]

New Zealand and the PRC experienced a diplomatic spat over PRC influence in the Cook Islands, a

free associate of New Zealand, in 2025.[88] The PRC likely aims to coalition-break between New

Zealand and the Cook Islands, as well as between New Zealand and the other Five Eyes nations.
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