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Toplines
Ukrainian forces are conducting a strike campaign to deny Russia·s ability to sustain logistics and
transport fuel across the Kerch Strait.
Ukrainian government and military officials reported on June 21 that elements of Ukraine·s Security
Service (SBU), Unmanned Systems Forces (USF), Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR), and
Special Operations Forces (SSO) jointly launched long-range drone strikes against Russian maritime
logistics, oil infrastructure, and air defense systems in occupied Crimea and Krasnodar Krai overnight
on June 21.[1] Ukrainian military officials reported on June 21 that Ukrainian forces struck the Port of
Kavkaz at the Chushka Spit, Krasnodar Krai (northeast of the Kerch Strait Bridge), setting the tank
farm of the oil transshipment complex and the territory of the oil depot on fire.[2] The USF reported
that Russia relies on the oil depot at the port of Kavkaz to supply occupied Crimea and southern
Ukraine with fuel.[3] Ukrainian military officials also reported that Ukrainian forces struck tanks with
petroleum products at the TES-Terminal-1 oil depot in occupied Kerch, which Russia uses to
transship fuel oil, liquefied gas, and light petroleum products across the Kerch Strait.[4] The USF
added that the TES-Terminal-1 oil depot is located less than one kilometer from the Kerch Strait
Bridge and that Russia uses the terminal to refuel the Russian ferry connection between occupied
Crimea and the Port of Kavkaz.[5] Ukrainian military officials also reported that Ukrainian strikes
disabled four S-400 air defense complex radar stations and two Pantsir air defense systems on the
Kerch Strait Bridge.[6] The USF reported that its forces struck a Kasta-2E2 radar system in occupied
Kurortne (northwest of Kerch and on the Sea of Azov coast) and a Nebo-U radar system near
Kerch.[7] Geolocated footage confirmed fires at the TES-Terminal-1 and the Port of Kavkaz and
Ukrainian drone strikes against the two radars north of Kurortne and west of Kerch.[8] The Krasnodar
Krai Operational Headquarters claimed that Ukrainian drones struck the Panagia ferry at the Kerch
Strait ferry crossing and started a fire at an oil terminal in Chushka.[9] Geolocated footage published
and recorded on June 21 northeast of the Port of Kavkaz showed at least three ferries on fire.[10]
Crimea occupation governor Sergei Aksyonov acknowledged that Ukrainian forces conducted drone
strikes against occupied Crimea on June 21 but did not specify what targets Ukrainian forces
struck.[11]
Ukrainian strikes on Russian oil and transport infrastructure are already disrupting Russian logistics,
straining energy supplies, and worsening fuel shortages across occupied Crimea.
Aksyonov announced on June 21 that all gas stations in occupied Crimea stopped selling fuel to any
non-state entities but did not provide any reasons for this emergency measure.[12] Sevastopol
occupation governor Mikhail Razvozhaev similarly announced several measures to conserve fuel in
Sevastopol in response to unspecified ·recent developments· in occupied Crimea, likely referring to
Ukrainian drone strikes.[13] Razvozhaev barred gas stations from selling fuel on June 22 and 23,
shortened work hours of public transport and major retailers, suspended ferry operations, and
cancelled all outdoor events starting June 22. Russian occupation officials have been increasingly
tightening fuel restrictions across occupied Crimea in June 2026.[14] The Krasnodar Krai Operational
Headquarters announced that Russia temporarily suspended ferry service via the Kerch Strait and
advised freight traffic to detour along the M-14 highway (which Russian occupation officials denote as
the R-280 highway) via occupied Mariupol, Melitopol, and Simferopol.[15] Russian officials notably
restricted freight traffic across the Kerch Strait Bridge in January 2026, causing trucks to rely on
ferries to transit the Strait.[16] A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that there were only seven
auto and rail ferries operating at the Kerch Strait crossing area and that possible damages to three of
the ferries could significantly strain logistics between occupied Crimea and Russia.[17] Crimean
occupation energy company Krymenergo introduced electricity consumption restrictions on June 21,
citing unspecified accidents at Crimean power grid facilities.[18] Local Crimean social media users
reported power outages in numerous Crimean cities, including Armyansk, Alushta, Simferopol,
Sevastopol, and Dzhankoi.[19]
The Kerch Strait strikes are part of an ongoing systematic Ukrainian campaign to deny Russian
forces the use of the main ground lines of communication (GLOCs) to occupied Crimea via occupied
southern Ukraine.
Ukrainian Unmanned Systems Forces (USF) Commander Major Robert ·Magyar· Brovdi implied on June
21 that Ukrainian forces are trying to degrade the Kremlin·s ability to use occupied Crimea as a



springboard for offensive operations again by destroying Russian air defense systems, reducing of
the Black Sea Fleet presence on the peninsula, and degrading Russian logistics, transportation
nodes, and energy resources in the region.[20] The SBU similarly noted that the Ukrainian special
operations, such as the Kerch Strait strikes, are necessary to disrupt Russian logistics and degrade
Russian military potential, and the USF alluded to future strikes against.[21]
Russia has two main GLOCs into occupied Crimea · the ·land bridge· that runs across occupied Donetsk,
Zaporizhia, and Kherson oblasts and the bridge and ferry connection across the Kerch Strait.
Ukrainian forces have notably intensified their strikes against Russian GLOCs and energy
infrastructure in occupied Kherson Oblast and Crimea in June 2026 after launching a simultaneous
effort in May 2026 to deny Russian forces the use of the ·land bridge.·[22] The Ukrainian General Staff
notably reported on June 21 that Ukrainian forces continued to strike railway bridges across the North
Crimea Canal near occupied Rozdolne (Kherson Oblast) and near Chonhar (on the border of
Kherson Oblast and Crimea), which Russian forces reportedly used to transport personnel and
supplies.[23] Ukrainian forces are also conducting targeted strikes on Russian air defense and radar
systems to enable further strikes against Russian logistics and are striking various oil infrastructure,
such as gas compression stations, to deny Russian forces the ability to store fuel in occupied
Crimea.[24] A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces started a campaign targeting
Russian maritime logistics between occupied Crimea and Krasnodar Krai in mid-2025 by targeting
tankers and vessels in the Sea of Azov with unmanned surface and aerial vehicles (USVs and
UAVs).[25] A combination of continued Ukrainian intermediate- and long-range drone strikes may
further impose additional tactical to operational level dilemmas on Russian transport of personnel and
equipment along both GLOCs and disrupt Russian fuel deliveries.
Key Takeaways
Ukrainian forces are conducting a strike campaign to deny Russia·s ability to sustain logistics and
transport fuel across the Kerch Strait.
Ukrainian strikes on Russian oil and transport infrastructure are already disrupting Russian logistics,
straining energy supplies, and worsening fuel shortages across occupied Crimea.
The Kerch Strait strikes are part of an ongoing systematic Ukrainian campaign to deny Russian
forces the use of the main ground lines of communication (GLOCs) to occupied Crimea via occupied
southern Ukraine.
Russian forces advanced in the Dobropillya tactical area, but this advance is not likely to be recent.
Russian forces launched four missiles and 105 drones at Ukraine overnight.
We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-covered in
Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting.
We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities on the Ukrainian
military and the Ukrainian population and specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly
condemn Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes
against humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.
Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation
See topline text for Ukrainian strikes against Krasnodar Krai.
The Ukrainian General Staff and Special Operations Forces (SSO) confirmed on June 21 Ukraine·s
June 20 strikes against the Tyumen Oil Refinery in Tyumen Oblast.[26]
Russian Supporting Effort: Northern Axis
Russian objective: Create defensible buffer zones in Sumy Oblast along the international border
Russian forces continued offensive operations in northern Sumy Oblast on June 21 but did not
advance.[27]
Geolocated footage published on June 18 shows Russian forces conducting a FAB-500 glide bomb
strike against a purported Ukrainian drone launch point in Krasnopillya (southeast of Sumy City).[28]
The Ukrainian General Staff reported on June 21 that Ukrainian forces struck a Russian control point
near Pochayevo, Belgorod Oblast (northwest of Sumy City about 10 kilometers from the international
border) and a Russian drone control point near Gorky, Bryansk Oblast (one of multiple settlements
from along the international border to about 108 kilometers from the international border).[29]
Russian Main Effort: Eastern Ukraine
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1
·
Kharkiv Oblast



Russian objective: Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border to create a defensible
buffer zone with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City
Russian forces continued offensive operations in northern Kharkiv Oblast on June 20 and 21 but did
not advance.[30]
Neither Ukrainian nor Russian sources reported ground activity in the Velykyi Burluk direction on
June 21.
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 · Oskil River
Russian objective: Cross the Oskil River in Kharkiv Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv
Oblast and northern Donetsk Oblast
Russian forces continued offensive operations near Kupyansk and on the west (right) bank of the
Oskil River northeast of Kupyansk on June 20 and 21 but did not advance.[31]
Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Borova direction on June 21 but did not advance
as Ukrainian forces counterattacked southeast of Borova.[32]
Ukrainian forces continued their intermediate-range strike campaign against Russian military assets
and logistics in occupied Luhansk Oblast.
Geolocated footage published on June 20 and dated to June 16 shows Ukrainian forces striking a
Russian truck along the H-21 Luhansk City-Starobilsk highway north of occupied Novoaidar (roughly
78 kilometers from the frontline).[33] A source reporting on the Russian Western Grouping of Forces
(GoF) claimed on June 21 that a Ukrainian drone strike killed Lieutenant Colonel Pinigin, chief of the
engineering service of the Russian 67th Motorized Rifle Division (25th Combined Arms Army [CAA],
Central Military District [CMD]) near Novoaidar on the night of June 15 to 16.
[34]
Russian and Ukrainian sources have not corroborated the report of Pinigin·s death, however.
The Russian military command is reportedly restricting vehicle movement in areas of occupied
Luhansk Oblast as it attempts to mitigate logistical issues due to increasing Ukrainian strikes against
Russian logistics.
A source reporting on the Russian Western GoF, whose area of responsibility comprises the
Kupyansk to Lyman directions, claimed on June 21 that the Western GoF command moved fuel and
lubricants depots at least 100 to 110 kilometers from the frontline.[35] The source claimed that the
Russian units receiving fuel and lubricants from these depots are responsible for sending mobile fire
groups to guard the trucks transporting the fuel, placing the responsibility for air defense on these
units rather than dedicating manpower to rear area air defense. ISW has previously assessed that
Ukraine·s intermediate-range strike campaign would impose an additional manpower requirement on
Russian forces for air defenses, a requirement that competes with Russian deep-rear air defense
requirements and the requirement to recruit more personnel for the frontline.[36]
The source also reported that the command of the Russian 4th Tank Division (1st Guards Tank Army
[GTA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) prohibited the movement of unarmored vehicles within 25
kilometers of the frontline due to the threat of Ukrainian intermediate-range drone strikes.[37] The
source reported that Russian military command also restricted the 4th Tank Division·s use of motorized
vehicles in staging areas and transport on public roads. ISW has observed reports of elements of the
Russian 4th Tank Division operating in the Borova and Lyman directions.[38]
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 · Donetsk Oblast
Russian objective: Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia·s proxies in
Donbas, and advance into Dnipropetrovsk Oblast
Russian forces continued infiltration missions in the Slovyansk direction on June 21 as Russian
sources claimed that Russian forces continued to advance deeper into and near Lyman.[39]
Geolocated footage published on June 21 shows Ukrainian forces striking a Russian position in
southwestern Rai-Oleksandrivka (southeast of Slovyansk) after what ISW assesses was a Russian
infiltration mission.[40] Additional geolocated footage published on June 20 shows Russian forces
striking a Ukrainian position east of Rai-Oleksandrivka contrary to Russian claims of advance,
suggesting that Russian and Ukrainian positions near Rai-Oleksandrivka likely remain
interspersed.[41] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces seized the Brusyn Train Station
southwest of Lyman and advanced northeast of Brusivka (northeast of Slovyansk) and west of Kryva
Luka (east of Slovyansk).[42]
The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) published footage on June 21 purportedly showing Russian
forces striking a Ukrainian position near Shchurove (west of Lyman) with a FAB-1500 glide bomb.[43]



Russian forces are attempting to interdict Ukrainian logistics in southern Kharkiv Oblast that support
Ukrainian defensive operations in the Slovyansk and Kostyantynivka directions.
A Russian milblogger claimed on June 21 that Russian forces have fire control over the segment of
the T-21-21 highway between Blyznyuky and Barvinkove in southern Kharkiv Oblast (at least 53
kilometers from the frontline).[44] Ukrainian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) through
Barvinkove extend to Izyum (supporting the Borova and Lyman directions) and Slovyansk (supporting
the Lyman, Slovyansk, Kramatorsk, and Kostyantynivka directions). Russian forces are likely
attempting to degrade Ukraine·s ability to defend against the prioritized Russian efforts against Lyman
and Kostyantynivka.
Russian forces continued offensive operations in and near Kostyantynivka on June 21 but did not
make confirmed advances.[45]
The deputy commander of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Kostyantynivka tactical area reported
that Russian forces continued infiltration missions in efforts to bypass and consolidate behind
Ukrainian defensive lines in Kostyantynivka.[46] A Russian milblogger claimed that the heaviest
fighting is ongoing in northwestern, central, and southwestern Kostyantynivka.[47] The Russian MoD
and other Russian sources continue to aggrandize the extent of Russian advances within
Kostyantynivka as part of an ongoing informational effort intended to falsely paint the city as falling
imminently and to inflate Russian military capabilities.[48] Available reporting from Ukrainian units
operating in the Kostyantynivka direction suggests that Russian forces deployed between 100 and
250 infiltrators through the city as of June 12.[49]
Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian Arbat Special Purpose Battalion (8th Reconnaissance
Assault Brigade, 51st Combined Arms Army [CAA], formerly 1st Donetsk People·s Republic Army
Corps [DNR AC], Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly operating in the Kramatorsk
direction.[50] ISW last observed reports of the Arbat Special Purpose Battalion operating in the Kursk
Oblast border area in July 2025, indicating that the Russian military command likely withdrew the unit
for rest and reconstitution and redeployed at least some of the battalion to the prioritized Russian
effort in eastern Ukraine.[51]
Russian forces continued largely unsuccessful infiltrations in the Dobropillya tactical area and
Pokrovsk direction on June 21 and are pulling forward infantry in preparations to intensify assaults
southwest of Dobropillya and northwest of Pokrovsk.[52]
Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported that Russian forces are reinforcing
frontline assault units to prepare for assaults in the near future, including elements of the 51st CAA
near Bilytske, Novotoretske, Chervonyi Lyman, and Rodynske (all southeast of Dobropillya and north
to northeast of Pokrovsk), and of the 2nd CAA (Central Military District [CMD]) in northwestern
Pokrovsk and near Hryshyne (northwest of Pokrovsk and south of Dobropillya).[53] Mashovets
reported that Russian forces are also concentrating infantry and light motorized vehicles near
Zapovidne, Toretske, Mayak, and Chervonyi Lyman (all southeast of Dobropillya) and toward
Hryshyne and Novoooleksandrivka (north of Hryshyne), and had transported at 65 to 70 personnel
through Novoekonomichne (northeast of Pokrovsk) from June 21 to 22.[54] A Ukrainian officer
operating in the Pokrovsk direction corroborated Mashovets· reporting on June 21, noting that Russian
forces are concentrating infantry that have received better training and began intensifying infiltration
missions within the last week (since about June 14).[55] The spokesperson of a Ukrainian unmanned
systems regiment operating in the Pokrovsk direction noted that Russian forces are accumulating
within Pokrovsk, pressing north and northwest of Pokrovsk, and recently conducted a personnel
rotation, but continue to use the same infiltration tactics.[56]
Geolocated footage published on June 21 indicates that Ukrainian forces have recaptured positions in
Bilytske, and Russian forces are likely no longer actively infiltrating the settlement.[57] Mashovets
reported that Ukrainian forces still hold Serhiivka (northwest of Pokrovsk) and much of the Bilytske
area, forcing Russia to concentrate troops to start operations against Dobropillya along a relatively
narrow sector of the frontline between Pokrovsk and Novooleksandrivka.[58] Mashovets reported that
Russian forces recently conducted unsuccessful small-group infiltration missions near Ivanivka
(southeast of Dobropillya), Novyi Donbas (east of Dobropillya), and Bilytske.[59] Mashovets
acknowledged that some Russian infiltrators managed to consolidate positions in an area southeast
of Shevchenko (northwest of Pokrovsk) and between Bilytske and Krasnoyarske (northwest of
Bilytske), however. Mashovets reported that Russian forces recently retreated to Dorozhnie
(southeast of Dobropillya and northeast of Bilytske) during a failed infiltration mission, indicating that



Russian forces have likely seized Dorozhnie on a prior date.[60]
Mashovets noted that Russian forces currently lack the numbers and density required to sustain
simultaneous offensive operations in the areas of responsibility (AoRs) of the Central Grouping of
Forces north and west of Pokrovsk and of the Southern Grouping of Forces against
Kostyantynivka.[61] Mashovets warned that the command of the 51st CAA may reallocate its forces
and means to an effort to advance northward along the Kazennyi Torets River toward Druzhkivka to
flank the Kostyantynivka effort, but noted that the 51st CAA requires frequent and often prolonged
tactical pauses, which would inhibit the 51st CAA·s ability to switch operational objectives and sustain a
new effort.[62]
Order of Battle: Mashovets reported that elements of the Russian 90th Tank Division (41st CAA,
CMD) operating in the Pokrovsk direction may have redeployed back to the Novopavlivka direction or
to defend against Ukrainian counterattacks in the AoR of the 29th CAA (Eastern Military District
[EMD]) in the Oleksandrivka direction.[63]
Ukrainian forces are targeting Russian frontline drone launch points and logistics in the Pokrovsk
direction
. Geolocated footage published on June 19 shows Ukrainian forces striking a Russian logistics hub in
central Pokrovsk.[64] The spokesperson of a Ukrainian unmanned systems regiment operating in the
Pokrovsk direction reported that Ukrainian forces are targeting Russian drone launch pads and
antennas within Pokrovsk.[65]
Russian forces continued limited offensive operations in the Novopavlivka direction on June 21 but
did not advance.[66]
Russian forces conducted limited infiltration missions in the Oleksandrivka direction on June 21 but
did not advance.[67]
Geolocated footage published on June 20 shows Ukrainian forces striking two Russian positions in
eastern Kalynivske (southeast of Oleksandrivka) after what ISW assesses were Russian infiltration
missions.[68]
The Ukrainian General Staff reported on June 21 that Ukrainian forces struck a Russian drone control
point near occupied Komar (east of Oleksandrivka) overnight.[69]
Ukrainian forces continued their intermediate-range strike campaign against Russian military assets
and logistics in occupied Donetsk Oblast.
Ukrainian Unmanned Systems Forces (USF) Commander Major Robert ·Magyar· Brovdi reported on June
21 that Ukrainian forces struck a fuel and lubricants tanker truck near occupied Horlivka (roughly 29
kilometers from the frontline) overnight.[70] Geolocated footage published on June 21 confirms the
Horlivka tanker truck strike.[71] Geolocated footage published on June 20 shows Russian trucks
burning following a Ukrainian drone strike on the H-20 Donetsk City-Mariupol highway near occupied
Kremenivka (roughly 93 kilometers from the frontline) and Volnovakha (roughly 73 kilometers from
the frontline).[72]
Russian Supporting Effort: Southern Axis
Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions, secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes, and
advance within tube artillery range of Zaporizhzhia City
Russian forces continued infiltration missions in western Zaporizhia Oblast on June 20 and 21 as
Ukrainian forces counterattacked west of Orikhiv.[74]
Geolocated footage published on June 20 and 21 shows Russian forces striking Ukrainian positions
in central Stepnohirsk (west of Orikhiv), indicating that Ukrainian forces likely cleared adjacent
Russian positions of infiltrators.[75] Additional geolocated footage published on June 20 shows
Russian forces striking a Ukrainian position northwest of Mali Shcherbaky (west of Orikhiv), indicating
that Ukrainian forces maintain positions in the area contrary to Russian claims.[76] Additional
geolocated footage published on June 21 shows Ukrainian forces striking a Russian position in
eastern Novodanylivka (southeast of Orikhiv) after what ISW assesses was a Russian infiltration
mission.[77] Russian milbloggers claimed on June 21 that Russian forces seized southern
Novodanylivka (south of Orikhiv) and advanced to central Novodanylivka.[78]
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) reported on the evening of June 20 that the
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) reconnected to the electrical grid after losing offsite power
for 4.5 hours.
[79]
Ukrainian forces continue striking Russian military assets and interdicting Russian logistics as part of



their intermediate-range strikes campaign in occupied Zaporizhia Oblast.
Ukrainian Unmanned Systems Forces (USF) Commander Major Robert ·Magyar· Brovdi reported that
Ukrainian forces struck Russian logistics vehicles near Osipenko (about 92 kilometers from the
frontline) and Terpinnya (about 62 kilometers from the frontline) overnight on June 20 to 21.[80]
Geolocated footage published on June 21 confirms that Ukrainian forces struck trucks along the M-14
Rostov-Crimea highway west of Osipenko and Terpinnya.[81] The Ukrainian General Staff reported
on June 21 that Ukrainian forces struck a railway bridge near Petershahen (about 31 kilometers from
the frontline) and Russian drone control points near Myrne (one of multiple settlements between the
frontline and about 93 kilometers from the frontline) and Novoivanivka (one of multiple settlements
between the frontline and about 86 kilometers from the frontline).[82]
Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported ground activity in the Kherson direction on June 21.
Kherson Oblast occupation head Vladimir Saldo rejected claims of traffic restrictions and logistical
problems in occupied Kherson Oblast and Crimea.
Saldo claimed on June 20 that reports about the alleged preparation of evacuation buses, the
imminent closure of traffic toward occupied Crimea, and the closure of the administrative border
between occupied Kherson Oblast and Crimea are false.[83] A Russian milblogger claimed on June
17 that Russian authorities closed the Dzhankoi checkpoint and the railway station near the
Kherson-Crimea administrative border following Ukrainian strikes in the area.[84]
Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign
Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the front line
Russian forces conducted a series of long-range drone and missile strikes against Ukraine on the
night of June 20 to 21.
The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched two Iskander-M /S-400 ballistic
missiles from Voronezh Oblast, two Kinzhal aeroballistic missiles from the airspace over Ryazan
Oblast, and 105 Shahed-, Gerbera-, and Italmas-type strike drones, Banderol-type loitering
munitions, and Parodiya-type decoy drones from the directions of Oryol, Kursk and Bryansk cities;
Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai; Millerovo, Rostov Oblast; and occupied Kacha and Cape
Chauda, Crimea.[85] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Ukrainian forces downed 96 drones, that
two ballistic missiles and six drones struck six locations, and that debris fell on five locations.
[86]
Ukrainian officials reported that Russian strikes damaged a postal enterprise on the outskirts of
Kharkiv City and that Russian forces conducted a double-tap strike against first responders at the
enterprise.[87] Ukrainian officials reported that Russian strikes damaged residential infrastructure in
Kyiv City and civilian infrastructure in Izmail Raion, Odesa Oblast.[88]
Russian forces are intensifying strikes against Ukrainian logistics in Zaporizhzhia City. Zaporizhia
Oblast officials reported that Russian forces launched 10 glide bombs on a roadway and civilian
infrastructure in Zaporizhzhia City, killing at least five civilians and injuring 12.[89]
Russian forces appear to be intensifying strikes against Ukrainian postal infrastructure.
Dnipropetrovsk Oblast Council Chairperson Mykola Lukashuk reported that Russian strikes against
Nikopol Raion hit a Ukrposhta (Ukrainian postal service) vehicle on June 20 and that Russian forces
have used drones to destroy four such vehicles within the past week (since about June 13).[90]
Russian forces stuck a Ukrainian post office in Zaporoizhzhia City on June 19.[91]
Russian forces have intensified their long-range drone and missile strikes and use of glide bombs
against Ukraine in 2026.
The New York Times (NYT) reported on June 19, citing data from the Ukrainian Air Force, that
Russian forces launched an average of 74 ballistic missiles against Ukraine each month in 2026 and
that Ukrainian forces downed roughly one-third of the ballistic missiles.[92] The NYT reported that
Russian forces launched an average of six missiles per month in 2023, 28 missiles per month in
2024, and 49 missiles per month in 2025 by comparison. The Financial Times (FT) reported on June
21, citing data from a Ukrainian military institute, that Russian forces are estimated to launch over
75,000 guided glide bombs in 2026 based on current trends, compared to about 60,000 guided glide
bombs launched in 2025.[93] ISW observed as early as April 2026 reports of Ukrainian officials
warning about Russia preparing to increase the frequency and intensity of combined missile and
drone strikes against Ukraine in order to shape the battlefield for the Russian Spring-Summer 2026
offensive.[94]
Russian forces are reportedly using a new Shahed strike drone variant with a double warhead that



stores cluster munitions, which can allow Russian forces to remotely mine areas while pursuing
targets.
A Ukrainian source, citing information from unspecified Ukrainian forces, reported on June 21 that
Russian forces used a Shahed strike drone with a double warhead in an unspecified sector of the
frontline and that the second warhead had cluster munitions.[95] The source noted that the second
warhead consists of approximately 20 submunitions and that Russian forces are using this Shahed
variant to remotely mine an 80-meter vicinity around the selected target. The source added that the
Shahed variant can then pursue the target normally while the released munitions can detonate
between two to 20 hours later.
Russian forces may have used a new S8000 Banderol cruise missile during a June 20 strike on
Poltava Oblast.
A prominent Russian milblogger analyzed footage from June 20 and speculated that Russian forces
may have used a new S8000 Banderol missile during a strike against Poltava Oblast.[96] The
milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces first reported Russian forces using a Banderol missile in
Spring 2025 and noted that the missile is relatively cheap, has a 115-kilogram warhead, and has a
range of 500 to 700 kilometers. The milblogger stated that Russia designed Banderol as a light cruise
missile that Russian forces could launch from helicopters and drones.
Ukrainian interceptor drones are reportedly unable to systematically combat Russian jet-powered
strike drones.
A commander of a Ukrainian counter-drone battalion reported on June 21 that Ukrainian interceptor
drones are unable to reliably intercept high-speed strike drones, such as jet-powered Shaheds,
because Ukrainian interceptors need to fly at faster speeds.[97] The commander noted that Ukrainian
interceptors lack necessary battery capacity to maintain the high speeds necessary to pursue and
intercept these high-speed drones and that poor weather conditions such as clouds and rain further
constrain interceptors· targeting. The commander added that interceptors with optical guidance
systems also struggle pursuing and intercepting high-speed drones in poor weather conditions but
that Ukrainian forces will soon develop countermeasures for these high-speed drones.
Significant Activity in Belarus
Russian efforts to increase its military presence in Belarus and further integrate Belarus into
Russian-favorable frameworks
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky requested for the second time since June 19 that Belarus
dismantle equipment along the Belarusian-Ukrainian border that Russia uses to strike Ukraine.[98]
Zelensky made a request to Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko on June 21 that Belarus
takes down special equipment on the Belarusian-Ukrainian border that helps Russia launch drones
against Ukraine.[99] Zelensky specified that there are four Russian and Belarusian repeaters in
Gomel and Brest oblasts, likely referring to systems that allow Russian forces to fly guided drones at
extended ranges and with greater precision. Zelensky stated that these repeaters support Russian
strikes against railway and energy infrastructure in Zhytomyr, Rivne, and Volyn oblasts. Zelensky
stated that Ukraine is aware of Belarusian enterprises that supply critical components for Russian
armored vehicles and missile systems for the war in Ukraine. Zelensky stated on June 19 that he is
giving Lukashenko a week (until June 26) to dismantle communications equipment in border areas
that Russia uses for strikes against Ukraine.[100]
Russia continues to rely on Belarusian gasoline and diesel fuel supplies amidst widespread fuel
shortages in Russia and occupied Ukraine.[101]
Zelensky stated on June 21 that Russian imports of Belarusian gasoline increased 13 times and
imports of diesel increased three times in the period from January through May 2026, compared with
the same period in 2025.[102]
Note:
ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social media as
well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis for these
reports. References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update.
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