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Toplines

Russian President Vladimir Putin is carefully constructing a reality that seeks to portray a Russian
victory in Ukraine as inevitable while downplaying the growing domestic economic costs of the war.
This constructed reality is premised on a rejection of the tactical and operational developments that
have characterized 2026 thus far and a continued Russian commitment to its untenable maximalist
battlefield objectives. Putin-s control over the information space and his ability to shape and propagate
narratives of Russian military success are critical to maintaining this false reality.

Putin appears to have accepted the reality that the August 2025 US-Russian Alaska Summit did not
result in tangible or actionable diplomatic agreements.

Putin stated to Kremlin journalist Pavel Zarubin in a likely carefully staged interview on June 28 that
Russia and the United States did not reach any agreements at the Alaska Summit.[1] Putin
acknowledged that there were no signed documents outlining the -spirit of Anchorage- but claimed that
Russia agreed during the summit to US proposals about ending the war in Ukraine. Putin stated that
Russia is ready to continue negotiations with the United States based on the Alaska Summit. The
Kremlin readout of Putin-s interview omitted his statements about the Alaska Summit, but Zarubin
posted a video of the full interview that retained those details.[2] Putin-s June 28 statement follows a
similar remark from US Secretary of State Marco Rubio on June 25 that there was only a -proposal- at the
summit but no official or signed written agreement.[3] Putin is likely acknowledging lack of

agreements in order to avoid directly confronting the Trump administration about what happened in
Anchorage, given Rubio-s statements confirming the absence of a written agreement. Putin-s stated
readiness to return to the Alaska Summit proposals, however, aims to push the United States to
resume negotiations as if the battlefield situation has not changed since August 2025. Ukraine has
since liberated territory on the frontline and significantly slowed Russian advances, while engaging in
successful intermediate- and long-range strike campaigns against Russia - forcing Russia into a much
more defensive mode of operation than it was in as of August 2025.

Putin implicitly rejected two recent Ukrainian ceasefire proposals that aim to bring about an end to the
war, continuing to highlight his own intransigence to enter good-faith negotiations.

Putin claimed that Ukraine proposed to Russia a mutual ceasefire on long-range strikes.[4] Putin also
claimed that Ukraine proposed a ceasefire of hostilities in areas outside of Luhansk, Donetsk,
Zaporizhia, and Kherson oblasts - essentially stopping fighting in Mykolaiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Kharkiv,
and Sumy oblasts. This is the first public mention of these reported Ukrainian ceasefire proposals.
Putin implicitly rejected these two ceasefires, however, stating that Russia is not interested in granting
Ukraine such -salvation.- Putin claimed that Ukraine initiated these proposals because Russian long-range
strikes are more powerful and destructive for Ukraine than Ukraine-s long-range strikes are for Russia
and because Ukrainian forces want to make up for their manpower shortages by withdrawing from
some areas of the frontline and redeploying those forces to Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhia, and
Kherson oblasts. Putin-s rejection of two new ceasefire proposals is yet another instance of Ukraine
initiating - and Russia rejecting - measures to end the war.[5]

Putin and other Russian officials continue to publicly show their commitment to Russia-s original war
goals.

Putin stated that Russia-s main objective is -the final seizure of Donbas and Novorossiya: and that Russian
forces will do -everything- to achieve all of his war goals.[6] Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov
similarly stated on June 29 that Putin clearly outlined Russia-s position on Ukraine in his speech at the
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) in June 2024, in which Putin demanded that Ukrainian
forces withdraw from Ukrainian-controlled territory in Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhia, and Kherson
oblasts and that Ukraine abandon its goal of joining NATO prior to entering negotiations - demands that
virtually amount to Ukraine-s complete capitulation.[7] Russian State Duma Defense Committee Deputy
Chairperson Alexei Zhuravlyov similarly stated on June 26 that Russia can only ensure its security
when Ukraine -ceases to exist.[8]

Putin continues to make greatly exaggerated claims of Russian advances that do not match

battlefield realities in order to construct a narrative of pervasive Russian military success.

Putin claimed to Zarubin that Russian forces are rapidly advancing in virtually all sectors of the
frontline and that Ukrainian strikes are -absolutely- not affecting Russian frontline operations.[9] Putin
focused his claims about battlefield successes on the Fortress Belt in Donetsk Oblast, including



Lyman, Slovyansk, Kramatorsk, Kostyantynivka, and Dobropillya. Putin claimed that elements of the
Russian forces have cleared a majority of Lyman; advanced into Mykolaivka (east of Slovyansk); are
about eight to nine kilometers from Slovyansk; and are four kilometers from Kramatorsk. ISW has
observed evidence to assess that Russian forces maintain a presence (either through advances or
infiltrations) in 4.3 percent of Lyman and that Russian forces have advanced to roughly 12 kilometers
from Mykolaivka, 19 kilometers from Slovyansk, and 14 kilometers from Kramatorsk.

Putin claimed that the Russian Southern Grouping of Forces has seized 96 percent of Kostyantynivka
and that elements of the Russian 4th Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade (3rd Combined Arms Army
[CAA], formerly 2nd Luhansk People:s Republic Army Corps [LNR AC], Southern Military District
[SMD]) are clearing Kostyantynivka.[10] Putin claimed that elements of the Russian 6th Motorized
Rifle Division (3rd AC, under operational control of the Southern Grouping of Forces) bypassed
Kostyantynivka and entered Oleksiievo-Druzhkivka (between Kostyantynivka and Druzhkivka). ISW
has observed evidence to assess that Russian forces maintain a presence (either through advances
or infiltrations) in only 36.98 percent of Kostyantynivka and that Russian forces are roughly seven
kilometers from Oleksiievo-Druzhkivka. Russian forces have infiltrated into a significant part of
Kostyantynivka but have not secured control over or established enduring positions in these areas as
Putin claimed.

Putin claimed that the Russian Central Grouping of Forces advanced into Hannivka (just northeast of
Dobropillya) and to Dobropillya itself.[11] Putin noted that Dobropillya is only 35 kilometers from the
Donetsk Oblast border (likely referring to the border north - not west - of Dobropillya), implying that it will
be easy for Russian forces to quickly outflank the Fortress Belt from the west and to advance to the
Donetsk Oblast administrative boundary after seizing Dobropillya. ISW has observed evidence to
assess that Russian forces have advanced to roughly seven kilometers from Hannivka and
Dobropillya.

Putin also claimed that the Russian Northern Grouping of Forces continues to expand the -buffer zone- in
northern Sumy Oblast and claimed that Ukraine will need to suffer territorial losses in the area in
order to -pay for its crimes- in Kursk Oblast - referring to Ukraine-s August 2024 Kursk incursion.[12] Putin
claimed that Russian forces are 10.5 kilometers from Sumy City. ISW has observed evidence to
assess that Russian infiltrators are roughly 13 kilometers from Sumy City and that Russian advances
are roughly 17 kilometers from the city.

Putin briefly talked about Russian offensive operations in the Kupyansk direction but spoke vaguely
about the area, likely as the Kremlin continues to refuse to acknowledge successful Ukrainian
counterattacks in and around Kupyansk in late 2025.[13] Putin claimed that Russian forces are 2.5 to
five kilometers from the western edge of Kupyansk, likely meaning that Russian forces have
advanced 2.5 to five kilometers further west than Kupyansk-s western administrative boundary. Putin
claimed that Ukrainian forces previously launched unsuccessful counterattacks near Kupyansk and
that Russian forces had encircled a large number of Ukrainian servicemembers in Kupyansk-Vuzlovyi
(just southeast of Kupyansk). Ukrainian forces liberated much of Kupyansk and its surroundings in
late December 2025, and Russian forces have struggled to retake territory in the area since, including
near Kupyansk-Vuzlovyi.[14] ISW has observed evidence to assess that Russian forces currently
maintain a presence in 2.39 percent of Kupyansk and 2.77 percent of Kupyansk-Vuzlovyi and that
Russian forces do not maintain any consolidated positions in either town.

Putin claimed that elements of the Russian Western Grouping of Forces have pinned Ukrainian
forces on the left (east) bank of the Oskil River in the Rubsti direction south of Borova and have
nearly encircled 5,000 Ukrainian servicemembers in the area.[15] Putin claimed that Russian forces
are pressing the Ukrainian group from the east, north, and south and that there are only two
kilometers left until Russian forces complete the encirclement. ISW has not observed any evidence
indicating that Russian forces are threatening to encircle any Ukrainian forces in the Borova direction
or are close to reaching the Oskil River in the area.

Putin glazed over the Russian Eastern Grouping of Forces- offensive operations in southern Ukraine
and dismissed Ukraine-s 2026 advances in southern Ukraine.[16] Putin claimed that the Russian
Eastern Grouping of Forces is advancing between one and 1.3 kilometers per day in the Zaporizhia
sector. Putin outright denied any recent Ukrainian territorial liberations. Putin tried to cover up
Ukrainian battlefield successes, dismissing them as Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance groups
that occasionally infiltrate into the Russian near rear dressed as Russian servicemembers but quickly
face elimination. ISW has observed evidence to assess that Ukrainian forces have liberated over 400



square kilometers of territory in the Oleksandrivka direction since January 1, 2026.

Putin-s exaggerated claims of advance aim to falsely paint Russia-s battlefield position as the same - if not
better - than it was during the August 2025 US-Russia Alaska Summit.

The battlefield situation has dramatically changed, however. Ukrainian counterattacks liberated much
of Kupyansk late 2025, over 400 square kilometers in southern Ukraine in Winter and Spring 2026,
and several settlements in western Zaporizhia Oblast since late April 2026.[17] Ukrainian forces have
also been engaged in highly successful intermediate- and long-range strike campaigns against
Russian military assets and oil infrastructure, which are having cascading effects on Russian logistics
and battlefield operations as well as causing gasoline shortages and economic frictions across
Russia and occupied Ukraine.[18]

Russia-s rate of advance has slowed significantly since the summit in the face of these Ukrainian
successes, with Russian forces advancing an average of 3.79 square kilometers per day in June
2026 compared to an average of 16.65 square kilometers per day in August 2025.

Putin is constructing this narrative of battlefield success in order to obscure the growing domestic
strain Russia faces due to Ukraine-s long-range strike campaign.

Putin acknowledged the growing gasoline shortages in Russia on June 28 during his interview with
Zarubin and in a meeting with Russian government and energy company officials.[19] Putin stated
that Russia must minimize the impact of Ukraine-s long-range strikes on Russia-s rear. Putin proposed
measures to ensure a stable fuel supply, including tapping into gasoline reserves, maintaining the

ban on gasoline and jet fuel exports, potentially extending the ban to diesel exports, quickening
refinery repairs, postponing scheduled maintenance, and importing gasoline. Putin acknowledged
that Russia-s quantity of air defenses is insufficient and called on the Russian defense industrial base
(DIB) to expand production and for Russia to improve its air defense coordination across all
structures and levels. Putin downplayed the impact of Ukrainian long-range strikes on Russia,
however, claiming that Russia is repairing the damage quickly, that Russia-s energy issues are not
critical, and that Ukrainian long-range strikes have not affected the situation on the front lines. Putin-s
June 28 acknowledgment of the growing fuel crisis suggests that he likely assesses that he is no
longer able to publicly ignore it. Putin-s June 28 statements come amid recent efforts to link support for
the ruling United Russia Party in the September 2026 State Duma elections to Putin and his war
policies personally.[20]

Putin appears to be portraying Russian domestic hardships as a temporary and tolerable sacrifice
necessary for Russia-s allegedly inevitable battlefield victory.

The Kremlin is uplifting coopted and loyal Russian milbloggers who can help Putin construct his
controlled reality.

Putin claimed to Zarubin that Russian military correspondents report objectively and comprehensively
about the frontline situation in Ukraine-explicitly praising members of the correspondent community for
reporting that the Kremlin tacitly endorses.[21] Russian Defense Minister Andrey Belousov then held
a meeting on June 29 with select Russian military correspondents and largely discussed issues with
Russian air defense systems and unmanned aerial and ground vehicles.[22] Belousov met with a
number of milbloggers that ISW assesses the Kremlin has already co-opted and curated, including
prominent war correspondents Alexander Sladkov, Yevgeny Poddubny, and Semyon Pegov.
Belousov-s meeting comes as other milbloggers have been increasingly criticizing the Kremlin for
misrepresenting the worsening battlefield situation and for failing to defend against Ukraine:s repeated
long-range strikes on Russian infrastructure.[23] The Kremlin is likely attempting to further promote
and weaponize the already coopted milbloggers who accept and then promote Putin-s fabricated
narrative of Russia-s sweeping advances, especially in the Fortress Belt and elsewhere in Donetsk
Oblast. The milbloggers- meeting with Belousov, in which they were able to publicly identify Russian
weaknesses with air defenses and strike capabilities, suggests that the Kremlin is purposely allowing
some criticisms of the Kremlin-s insufficient response to Ukrainian strikes - and by default the resulting
gasoline crisis in Russia. Sanctioning this type of criticism is likely an effort to make sure the
milbloggers are not critical of what matters in Putin-s fictional world he is crafting in the information
space - the actual battlefield realities.

Putin is tolerating milblogger criticisms of the strikes and gasoline issues because he is trying to
promote the idea that such hardships are necessary to endure in order to achieve Russia-s inevitable
battlefield victory.

Key Takeaways



Russian President Vladimir Putin is carefully constructing a reality that seeks to portray a Russian
victory in Ukraine as inevitable while downplaying the growing domestic economic costs of the war.
Putin appears to have accepted the reality that the August 2025 US-Russian Alaska Summit did not
result in tangible or actionable diplomatic agreements.

Putin implicitly rejected two recent Ukrainian ceasefire proposals that aim to bring about an end to the
war, continuing to highlight his own intransigence to enter good-faith negotiations.

Putin and other Russian officials continue to publicly show their commitment to Russia-s original war
goals.

Putin continues to make greatly exaggerated claims of Russian advances that do not match
battlefield realities in order to construct a narrative of pervasive Russian military success.

Putin-s exaggerated claims of advance aim to falsely paint Russia-s battlefield position as the same - if not
better - than it was during the August 2025 US-Russia Alaska Summit.

Putin is constructing this narrative of battlefield success in order to obscure the growing domestic
strain Russia faces due to Ukraine-s long-range strike campaign.

The Kremlin is uplifting coopted and loyal Russian milbloggers who can help Putin construct his
controlled reality.

Russian forces launched 108 drones against Ukraine overnight.

Neither Russian nor Ukrainian forces made confirmed advances on June 29.

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-covered in
Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting.
We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities on the Ukrainian
military and the Ukrainian population and specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly
condemn Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes
against humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

Ukrainian sources and satellite imagery provided updated battle damage assessments (BDA) of
recent Ukrainian long-range strikes on Russia.

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on June 29 that Ukraine-s June 26 strike against two Russian
military communications facilities near Minyayevo, Moscow Oblast, destroyed one building and
significantly damaged another.[24] Satellite imagery posted on June 29 shows damage to a reported
communications node of the Russian 918th Information Reception and Transmission Center (Russian
General Staff-s Main Directorate [GRU]) near Minyayevo following the Ukrainian strike.[25]

Ongoing fuel shortages across Russia are impacting the commercial transportation market.

Russian business newspaper Kommersant reported on June 29 that interruptions in gasoline supplies
are beginning to affect the road transportation market, with trucking companies warning customers to
expect tariff increases of at least 10 percent starting July 1, 2026.[26]

Russian Supporting Effort: Northern Axis

Russian objective: Create defensible buffer zones in Sumy Oblast along the international border
Russian forces continued offensive operations in horthern Sumy Oblast on June 28 and 29 but did
not advance.[27]

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on June 29 that Ukrainian forces struck a Russian drone
command post near Tetkino, Kursk Oblast (northwest of Sumy City along the international
border).[28]

Russian Main Effort: Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1

Kharkiv Oblast

Russian objective: Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border to create a defensible
buffer zone with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

Russian forces continued offensive operations north and northeast of Kharkiv City on June 28 and 29
but did not advance.[29]

Russian forces continue to target civilian infrastructure in Kharkiv Oblast.

Kharkiv Oblast Administration Head Oleh Synehubov reported on June 29 that Russian forces
conducted a glide bomb strike on Kholodnohirskyi Raion, Kharkiv City, killing one and injuring at least
twelve and damaging civilian infrastructure.[30]

Russian forces conducted limited ground operations in the Velykyi Burluk direction on June 29 but did



not make confirmed advances.[31]

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 - Oskil River

Russian objective: Cross the Oskil River in Kharkiv Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv
Oblast and northern Donetsk Oblast

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kupyansk direction on June 28 and 29 but did
not advance as Ukrainian forces counterattacked northeast of Kupyansk.[32]

Russian forces continue to interdict Ukrainian logistics in the Kupyansk direction.

Geolocated footage published on June 27 shows Russian forces conducting a FAB-500 glide bomb
strike on a bridge over the Senyok River along the P-79 Kupyansk-Borova Highway near Osynove
(north of Kupyansk).[33]

Russian forces continued limited offensive operations in the Borova direction on June 28 and 29 but
did not advance.[34]

Ukrainian forces continued their intermediate-range strike campaign against Russian logistics in
occupied Luhansk Oblast.

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on June 29 that Ukrainian forces struck two unspecified railway
bridges in occupied Luhansk Oblast and a Russian material and technical warehouse near occupied
Novosvitlivka (roughly 115 kilometers from the frontline) on June 28 or overnight on June 28 to
29.[35] Geolocated footage published on June 29 shows a Russian logistics vehicle burning in
occupied Svatove (roughly 15 kilometers from the frontline), likely following a Ukrainian drone
strike.[36]

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 - Donetsk Oblast

Russian objective: Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia-s proxies in
Donbas, and advance into Dnipropetrovsk Oblast

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Slovyansk direction on June 28 and 29 but did
not advance.[37]

Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported on June 29 that Ukrainian forces are
resuming counterattacks in the Lyman direction in the Russian 20th Combined Arms Army-s (CAA)
(Moscow Military District [MMD]) area of responsibility (AoR).[38]

Geolocated footage published on June 28 shows Russian forces conducting a FAB-1500 guided glide
bomb strike on a Siverskyi Donets River crossing near Mayaky (north of Slovyansk).[39] The Russian
Ministry of Defense (MoD) posted footage on June 29 purporting to show Russian forces conducting
two FAB-1500 guided glide bomb strikes on a Ukrainian temporary deployment point in Mykolaivka
(east of Slovyansk).[40] Russian President Vladimir Putin claimed on June 28, 12 hours before the
Russian MoD post, that Russian forces had advanced into Mykolaivka.[41]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kostyantynivka-Druzhkivka tactical area on June
28 and 29 but did not advance.[42]

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces also struck a Russian drone command
post near Bakhmut (east of Chasiv Yar and roughly 10 kilometers from the frontline).[43]

Russian forces continued limited offensive operations in the Dobropillya tactical area on June 28 and
29 but did not advance.[44]

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on June 29 that Russian forces conducted five
FAB-500 guided glide bomb strikes on a Ukrainian drone control center near Kucheriv Yar (northeast
of Dobropillya).[45]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Pokrovsk direction on June 28 and 29 but did
not advance.[46]

Russian forces appear to be intensifying offensive efforts northwest of Pokrovsk.

The spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Pokrovsk direction reported that Russian
forces have intensified offensives in the brigade-s area of responsibility (AoR), including by increasing
ground attacks and drone, artillery, and glide bomb strikes.[47] The spokesperson stated that Russian
forces- goal is to reach Serhiivka (northwest of Pokrovsk) and that Russian forces are increasingly
switching to frontal assaults instead of infiltration tactics to accomplish this. A spokesperson of
Ukraine-s 7th Rapid Reaction Corps of the Air Assault Forces reported on June 29 that Russian forces
are heavily attacking around Hryshyne (northwest of Pokrovsk) with the goal of reaching Dobropillya
(north of Hryshyne) and that Russian forces are using Pokrovsk as a force concentration and drone
launch point.[48]

Russian forces continued limited offensive operations in the Novopavlivka direction on June 28 and



29 but did not advance.[49]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Oleksandrivka direction on June 28 and 29 but
did not advance as Ukrainian forces counterattacked in the area.[50]

Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported on June 29 that Ukrainian forces have
resumed counterattacks in the Oleksandrivka direction in the Russian 36th CAA:s (Eastern Military
District [EMD]) AoR south of the Vovcha River.[51]

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) continues its cognitive warfare effort to exaggerate Russian
advances in the immediate vicinity of Oleksandrivka.

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on June 29 that elements of the Russian 36th
Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade (29th CAA, EMD) seized Bohodarivka (just southwest of
Oleksandrivka).[52] The Russian MoD similarly claimed on June 27 and 28 that Russian forces
seized Novoskeliuvate (southwest of Oleksandrivka) and Pysantsi (just north of Novoskeliuvate).[53]
Bohodarivka, Pysantsi, and Novoskeliuvate are all at least 15 kilometers from the furthest assessed
extent of Russian advances and 14 kilometers away from the furthest assessed extent of Russian
infiltrations.

Ukrainian forces continued their intermediate-range strike campaign against Russian military assets
in occupied Donetsk Oblast.

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on June 29 that Ukrainian forces struck a road bridge near
occupied Novoazovsk (roughly 140 kilometers from the frontline and along the M-14 Rostov-Crimea
highway), which Russian forces use to move personnel, weapons, ammunition, and other
materials.[54] NASA Fire Information for Resource Management (FIRMS) data taken on June 29
shows heat anomalies around the bridge following the Ukrainian strike.[55] The Ukrainian General
Staff reported that Ukrainian forces also struck the command post of an electronic warfare (EW) unit
near Velyka Novosilka (southeast of Oleksandrivka and roughly 18 kilometers from the frontline).
Geolocated imagery published on June 29 shows the aftermath of a Ukrainian strike against a
Russian truck on the Yenakyievo Bridge along the M-30 Yenakiyeve-Debaltseve highway.[56]
Transport costs for Russian logistics linking mainland Russia and occupied Crimea via occupied
eastern Ukraine have surged due to Ukrainian strikes.

Russian opposition source Astra reported on June 28 that the cost for transporting cargo along the
M-14 highway has reached between 260,000 rubles (roughly $3,300) and up to 500,000 rubles
(roughly $6,500) due to Ukrainian strikes against logistics along the highway.[57]

Russian Supporting Effort: Southern Axis

Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions, secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes, and
advance within tube artillery range of Zaporizhzhia City

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Hulyaipole direction on June 28 and 29 but did
not advance.[58]

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on June 29 that Ukrainian forces struck a Russian drone
command post near Hulyaipole.[59]

Ukrainian forces refuted Russian claims of advance west of Hulyaipole.

Two Ukrainian brigades operating in the Hulyaipole direction refuted on June 29 the Russian Ministry
of Defense-s (MoD) June 28 claim that Russian forces seized Novoselivka (southwest of Hulyaipole)
and reported that Ukrainian forces captured one Russian servicemember from the group of the
Russian servicemembers that recently attempted to raise a Russian flag in Novoselivka.[60]

A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces continued limited ground assaults in western
Zaporizhia Oblast on June 29.[61]

Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported on June 29 that Ukrainian forces have
resumed counterattacks in western Zaporizhia Oblast in the Russian 58th Combined Arms Army-s
(CAA) (Southern Military District [SMD]) AoR in the Orikhiv-Zaporizhzhia City direction.[62]

Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported ground activity in the Kherson direction on June 29.
Ukrainian forces continue to intensify strikes against Russian military assets in the Russian rear.
Ukrainian Unmanned Systems Forces (USF) Commander Major Robert -Magyar- Brovdi reported on June
29 that the USF struck 31 Russian air defense assets, primarily in occupied Crimea, between June 1
and June 29.[63] Ukraine-s Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported on June 29 that GUR
has struck six Russian fuel tankers, two freight trains, three fuel tanks, a Kasta-2E2 radar system,
and other military equipment in occupied Crimea between June 1 and June 29.[64]

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign



Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the front line
Russian forces conducted a series of long-range drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of June
28 to 29.

The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched 108 Shahed-, Gerbera-, and
Italmas-type strike drones, and Parodiya decoy drones from the directions of Bryansk, Kursk, and
Oryol cities; Millerovo, Rostov Oblast; Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai; occupied Donetsk Oblast;
and occupied Cape Chauda and Hvardiiske, Crimea.[65] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that
Ukrainian forces downed 82 drones, that 25 drones struck 11 locations, and that debris fell on four
locations. Ukrainian officials reported that Russian drones struck residential and commercial
infrastructure in Chernihiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Kharkiv, Kirovohrad, Mykolaiv, Poltava, Sumy, and
Zaporizhia oblasts.[66] Zaporizhia Oblast Military Administration Head

Ivan Fedorov reported on June 29 that a Russian drone struck a passenger minibus in Zaporizhzhia
City, killing three and injuring eight.[67] Ukrainian state energy operator Ukrenergo reported on June
29 that Russian strikes caused power outages in Sumy, Donetsk, Kharkiv, Zaporizhia,
Dnipropetrovsk, and Poltava oblasts.[68]

Russian forces continue their strike campaign against Ukrainian gas stations.

Ukrainian officials reported on June 29 that Russian forces struck gas stations in Chernihiv, Kharkiv,
and Poltava oblasts.[69] Russian forces are increasingly striking gas stations in Ukraine as part of a
concerted strike campaign aiming to replicate the effects of Ukrainian strikes on Russia-s fuel
infrastructure.[70]

Russian forces continue to adapt their long-range strike tactics to maximize damage.

Ukrainian Air Force Spokesperson Colonel Yuriy Ihnat reported on June 29 that Russia continues to
change the nature of its air strikes on Ukraine and is starting to prioritize striking frontline oblasts and
increasingly using ballistic missiles.[71] Ihnat stated that more than 20 Russian drones struck frontline
oblasts on the night of June 28 to 29, as it is much harder for the Ukrainian air defense to intercept
drones near the frontline. Ihnat stated that Russian forces are now able to simultaneously launch a
much larger number of drones as Russia stockpiled drones in May 2026.

Significant Activity in Belarus

Russian efforts to increase its military presence in Belarus and further integrate Belarus into
Russian-favorable frameworks

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko met with Chinese Communist Party (CCP) General
Secretary Xi Jinping on June 29 in Beijing on his 17th state visit to the People-s Republic of China
(PRC).[72]

Note:

ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social media as
well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis for these
reports. References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update.

Endnotes

[1] https://www.kommersant dot ru/doc/8779009; https://t.me/zarubinreporter/5025;
https://t.me/tass_agency/382828;

[2] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80176; https://t. me/zarubinreporter/5025

[3]
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-25-2026/
[4] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80176

[5]

https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-december-2-202¢

https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-may-15-2025/;
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-19-2026/;
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-16-2026/;
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-15-2026/;
[6] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80176

[7]

https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment_14-4/

[8] https://t.me/DeputatZhuravlev/15753 ; https://lenta dot



ru/news/2026/06/26/v-gosdume-otvetili-na-slova-budanova-o-poslevoennyh-otnosheniyah-s-rossiey/

[9] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80176

[10] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80176

[11] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80176

[12] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80176

[13] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80176

[14]
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-february-15-2026
[15] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80176

[16] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80176

[17]
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-may-12-2026/

https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-26-2026/

https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-april-29-2026/;
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-may-9-2026/

https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-may-20-2026/
[18]
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-26-2026/;
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-21-2026/;
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-20-2026/;
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-17-2026/;
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-25-2026/;
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-24-2026/;
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-16-2026/;
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-22-2026/
[19] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80174; http://kremlin dot

ru/events/president/news/80176

[20]
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-28-2026/
[21] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80176

[22] https://t.me/mod_russia/65083

[23]
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-31-2026/

https://u nderstandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-may-5-2026/
https://u nderstandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-may-16-2026/
https://u nderstandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-january-27-2026/
https://u nderstandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-29-2026/
https://u nderstandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-may-17-2026/

https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-april-6-2026/
[24] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40553

[25] https://x.com/MikiValbuena/status/20715305714826817507s=20 ;
https://x.com/MikiValbuena/status/20715305747249524477?s=20 ; https://t. me/exilenova_plus/24122

[26] https://www.kommersant dot ru/doc/8778944

[27] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40552; https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40519;

https://t. me/GeneralStaffZSU/40521; https://t.me/wargonzo/35144; https://t. me/dva_majors/95317;
https://t.me/divgen/81960; https://t.me/severnnyi/8538;

[28] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40553



[29] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40552; https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40521;

https://t. me/GeneralStaffZSU/40519; https://t.me/wargonzo/35144; https://t. me/dva_majors/95317;
https://t.me/severnnyi/8538; https://t.me/severnnyi/8540

[30] https://t.me/synegubov/23287; https://t.me/synegubov/23288; https://t.me/synegubov/23298

[31] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40552

[32] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40521; https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40519;
https://t.me/wargonzo/35144; https://t.me/grvZapad/18998;

[33] https://x.com/johnspectator/status/2071269714362319097 ;

https://t. me/operationall_space/12180

[34] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40521; https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40519

[35] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40553

[36] https://x.com/MikiValbuena/status/20714949196555022397s=20;
https://x.com/MikiValbuena/status/2071494923656835535?s=20; https://t. me/mIinrlive/21687

[37] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40552 ; https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40521 ;
https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40519 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/65068 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/65080
; https://t.me/voenkorKotenok/73171 ; https://t. me/wargonzo/35144 ; https://t.me/dva_majors/95317 ;
https://t.me/rybar/81387 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/65089 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/65092 ;

https://t. me/mod_russia/65094 ; https://t. me/RVvoenkor/118041 ; https://t.me/RVvoenkor/118063 ;
https://t.me/divgen/81927 ; https://t.me/grvZapad/18998

[38] https://t.me/zvizdecmanhustu/3476

[39] https://x.com/johnspectator/status/2071477567438061964; t.me/mod_russia_en/27780

[40] https://t.me/mod_russia/65101

[41] http://kremlin dot ru/events/president/news/80176

[42] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40552 ; https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40521;
https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40519 ; https://suspilne dot
media/1342244-putin-viznav-krizu-z-benzinom-v-rf-komandira-154-ombr-znajsli-mertvim-z-vognepalnim-poraner
; https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=v_hgVy3tUZM ; https://t.me/tass_agency/382845;
https://t.me/tass_agency/382851 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/65072 ;

https://t. me/DnevnikDesantnika/44768 ; https://t.me/dva_majors/95317 ; https://t.me/wargonzo/35144
; https://it.me/mod_russia/65090 ; https://t.me/mod_russia/65097

[43] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40553

[44] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40519 ; https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40521 ;

https://t. me/GeneralStaffZSU/40552

[45] https://t.me/mod_russia/65095 ; https://t.me/sashakots/62707 ; https://t.me/epoddubny/27959
[46] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40552 ; https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40521 ;

https://t. me/GeneralStaffZSU/40519 ; https://t. me/RVvoenkor/118040

[47] https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=uOntga50Q¥rs ; https://suspilne dot
media/donbas/1342320-armia-rf-rvetsa-do-sergiivki-na-pokrovskomu-napramku-sturmue-v-lob-ta-masovo-zasto:
[48] https://armyinform dot
com.ua/2026/06/29/u-voroga-vidsutnij-prostir-na-pokrovskomu-napryamku-rosiyany-prosochuyutsya-lyshe-pihot
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uOntga50Qrs

[49] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40552; https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40521;

https://t. me/GeneralStaffZSU/40519

[50] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40521 ; https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40519;

https://t. me/voin_dv/19998 ; https://t.me/voenkorKotenok/73179; https://t.me/voenkorKotenok/73168
[51] https://t.me/zvizdecmanhustu/3476

[52] https://t.me/mod_russia/65091; https://t.me/mod_russia/65093

[53]
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-28-2026/

https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-27-2026/
[54] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40553

[55]

https://firms.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/map/#d:24hrs;l:fires_all,countries,earth;@38.071,47.125,16.000z

[56] https://x.com/MikiValbuena/status/20714832989922431567s=20 ;
https://x.com/hochu_dodomu/status/20714738896961865327s=20



[57] https://t.me/astrapress/117003

[58] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40552; https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40521;
https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40519; https://t.me/voin_dv/19993; https://t.me/voenkorKotenok/73168;
https://t.me/wargonzo/35144;

[59] https://t.me/GeneralStaffZSU/40553

[60]
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-28-2026/

; https://armyinform.com dot
ua/2026/06/29/prapor-dlya-putina-polon-dlya-sebe-shturmovyk-rf-rozpoviv-navishho-jogo-vidpravyly-do-novoseli
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2313167779428620

[61] https://t.me/wargonzo/35144

[62] https://t.me/zvizdecmanhustu/3476

[63] https://t.me/robert_magyar/2535

[64] https://t.me/DIUkraine/8805

[65] https://t.me/kpszsu/66719

[66] https://t.me/dnipropetrovskaODA/30451; https://t.me/dnipropetrovskaODA/30458;

https://t. me/dnipropetrovskaODA/30459; https://armyinform.com dot
ua/2026/06/29/rankovyj-raketnyj-udar-po-dnipru-4-zagyblyh-shhonajmenshe-10-poranenyh-zrujnovane-pidpryye
https://t.me/dsns_telegram/67194; https://suspilne dot
media/dnipro/1342440-vijska-rf-vdarili-raketou-po-pidpriemstvu-u-dnipri-e-zagibli-blizko-30-poranenih/;
https://t.me/synegubov/23270; https://t. me/synegubov/23272; https://t.me/prokuratura_kharkiv/29641;
https://armyinform.com dot
ua/2026/06/29/okupanty-vdaryly-z-tornado-s-po-vidpochyvalnykah-na-harkivshhyni/;
https://t.me/synegubov/23276; https://t.me/synegubov/23278;
https://www.facebook.com/andriy.raykovich/posts/pfbid02jglejSnTAozCnrJbM2gJ3teFgbUdfMFsPf6K9pi631zQ-
https://suspilne dot
media/kropyvnytskiy/1342258-rosiyska-armiya-u-kropivnickomu-gasili-pozezu-cerez-obstrili/;
https://www.facebook.com/mykoda/posts/pfbid02gIJMLVB8bjJANDRBEsQaHTGURjAKbuuL3z5CpA7tX1m8nQsJl
; https://suspilne dot
media/mykolaiv/1342274-armia-rf-atakuvala-mikolaivsinu-sahedami-molniami-fpv-dronami-ta-kabamif;

https://t. me/UA_National_Police/70140; https://armyinform.com dot
ua/2026/06/29/dvoye-lyudej-zagynuly-devyatero-travmovani-naslidky-rosijskyh-atak-na-sumshhyni/;
https://t.me/ivan_fedorov_zp/42926; https://t.me/zoda_gov_ua/63276;

https://t.me/ivan_fedorov_zp/42927; https://t.me/zoda_gov_ua/63277;

https://t.me/ivan_fedorov_zp/42931; https://t.me/zoda_gov_ua/63280

[67] https://t.mel/ivan_fedorov_zp/42980; https://t.me/zoda_gov_ua/63311;

https://t.me/ivan_fedorov_zp/42981; https://t.me/zoda_gov_ua/63312;

https://t. me/zoda_gov_ua/63318; https://t.me/astrapress/117034; https://t.me/astrapress/117039;
https://t.me/ivan_fedorov_zp/42988

[68] https://t.me/Ukrenergo/5154

[69] https://t.me/chernigivskaODA/30181; https://t. me/UA_National_Police/70153;

https://armyinform.com dot
ua/2026/06/29/vorog-zavdav-udariv-po-harkivshhyni-troye-lyudej-zagynulo-25-lyudej-postrazhdaly/;
https://t.me/poltavskaOVA/33674; https://suspilne dot
media/poltava/1342304-rosijskij-bpla-atakuvav-avtozapravnu-stanciu-u-poltavskomu-rajoni-travmovana-ludina/;
https://suspilne dot
media/poltava/1342312-bpla-vpav-na-teritorii-odnogo-z-pidpriemstv-u-mirgorodskomu-rajoni-aki-naslidki/

[70]
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-25-2026/;
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-june-26-2026/
[71] https://armyinform dot
com.ua/2026/06/29/litak-lyshe-nosij-yurij-ignat-poyasnyv-shho-vyznachaye-intensyvnist-rosijskyh-raketnyh-atak/
; https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=v_hgVy3tUzZM

[72] https://t.me/pul_1/21669; https://t.me/pul_1/21663; https://t.me/pul_1/21664;

https://t.me/pul_1/21666; https://t.me/pul_1/21665; https://t.me/belta_telegramm/382997;
https://t.me/tass_agency/382855;



https://belta.by/politics/view/snopkov-ozvuchil-glavnyj-tezis-lukashenko-so-vstrechi-s-si-tszinpinom-788666-202¢€
Previous



