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Abstract. The purpose is to attempt a comprehensive study of the German
transport and logistics operation «Reichskanzlei», which aim was to deliver Kriegs-
marine units by air to the besieged Berlin. The main objectives are to highlight the
preconditions, course and results of the operation «Reichskanzlei» in the context of
the Battle of Berlin and studying the practice of using «alarm» units in a critical
situation at the front. Methodology. General scientific methods are used: synthesis,
analysis, induction, deduction, as well as historical methods. problem-chronological,
historical-reconstruction, historical-critical and social grid method. Scientific
novelty. In this research were used German archival documents from the Second
World War, which were captured by the Red Army and taken to the Soviet Union,
where they are still stored in the branch archives of the Ministry of Defense and the
FSB of the Russian Federation. Also, the testimonies of German army soldiers who
were directly involved in the operation were used and introduced into scientific
circulation. To accomplish the research tasks were used the works of Gunter Ott and
Tony Le Tissier, which are little known in Ukrainian historiography. On the basis of
these sources was made the first attempt in historiography to comprehensively study
the preconditions, course and consequences of the operation «Reichskanzlei.
Conclusions. The study analyzed the prerequisites for the start of the operation
«Reichskanzei», the personal factor of Grand Admiral Karl Dénitz as the executor of
the operation, the personnel of the Kriegsmarine units that were selected as
reinforcements for the Berlin garrison, the process of creating an air bridge to the
besieged city, and the direct participation of Kriegsmarine soldiers in the Battle of
Berlin. Operation «Reichskanzlei» is an example of a little-studied military logistics
operation of the last days of the war in Europe. It showed that the German military
machine, even when on the verge of collapse, could organize and implement decisive
military operations. In addition, it reveals the personal factor of Grand Admiral Karl
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Donitz as one of the main executors of the operation, which adds new touches to his
historical portrait. The study of the experience of creating and using «alarnm» unitsin
a critical situation at the front is quite important and relevant in view of the events of
the Russo-Ukrainian war, which have shown that the practice of using such units
continues to this day. Nevertheless, based on the results of the study, it can be stated
that such units have the potential to perform only certain short-term local tasks, such
as diminating an enemy breakthrough or organizing a counterattack, while the main
role in combat operations should be played by appropriately trained, armed and
coordinated units.

Key words. Battle of Berlin, operation «Reichskanzei», Karl Donitz, Kriegs-
marine, «Alarm» units, battalion «Grossadmiral Donitz», storm of the Reichstag.

The problem of poorly researched events of World War II remains relevant
even 79 years after its end. One of these «white spots» can be considered the
operation «Reichskanzlei» carried out by the German High Command during
the Battle of Berlin. Its purpose was to organize an air bridge to Berlin,
besieged by Soviet troops, to deliver reinforcements which should be consist of
the Kriegsmarine sailors. Despite the fairly good state of scientific research of
the Battle of Berlin itself, the events of operation «Reichskanzlei» have been
neglected by researchers. Currently, there is only one study in historiography,
conducted by the German scholar Giinter Ott, based on oral history testimonies
of the operation participants'. However, despite the scientific value of the
German scholar’s publication, it covered only the immediate process of the air
bridge’s functioning, while the preconditions, the process of preparing the
operation, and the combat actions of Kriegsmarine’s units in the besieged city
were left out. That is why it was decided to attempt a comprehensive study of
this operation and to highlight its preconditions, course and consequences.

The scientific novelty of the chosen topic is due to the fact that since the
publication of Giinter Ott (1955), historians have not made any attempts to
study it comprehensively. German researcher Werner Haupt in his study «The
Battle of Berlin» mentions only the fact that planes with Kriegsmarine sailors
on board landed in the city, but considers it a purely situational case, not a pre-
planned operationz. The same can be said of the authors of the study «The Air
Battle for Berlin», which also mentions in passing the deployment of one of
Kriegsmarine’s units to the city’. The world-famous historian Anthony Beevor,

' Ott G. Unternehmen «Reichskanzlei» Teil des Reports iiber die Transportfliige von und
nach Berlin im April 1945. Jet & Prop 4, 1995.

* Xaynm B. Cpaxenne 3a bepmun. IlItypm nuranemn Iutnepa. Mocksa: Lientprnonurpad,
2014.

3 Hleemes J1., 3epupos M., 3y6oe J. BosnymnHas Gutsa 3a bepmun. Iociennee cpakenue
Jrobradde 1945. Mocksa: Llenrpronurpad, 2017.
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in his work World War II, the Ukrainian translation of which was published in
2022, mentions the events of the operation in one sentence, making a factual
error’. The English historian Barry Turner, in his work «Karl Dénitz and the
Last Days of the Third Reich», also completely ignores the role of the German
admiral in the operation «Reichskanzlei»’. The base of ego-sources written by
people involved in the direct execution of the operation is extremely limited®,
which once again further emphasizes the relevance of this study.

The research of the preconditions, course, and consequences of the
operation «Reichskanzlei» was made possible only by the use of documents of
the Kriegsmarine High Command that were captured by the Red Army and
taken to the Soviet Union, where they are still stored in the branch archives of
the Ministry of Defense and the FSB of the Russian Federation. These
documents form the source base of the study and are introduced into scientific
circulation.

Additional relevance of the article is added by the fact that during the
Russo-Ukrainian war, the media repeatedly published information about the
forced use of technical specialists, military support personnel, etc. not for their
intended purpose, but as infantry. That is why the study of the German
experience of using mixed units will be able to refute or confirm the
effectiveness of such measures, as well as formulate certain recommendations
that will increase the effectiveness of such tactics.

On the morning of 16 April 1945, the troops of the 1st Ukrainian and Ist
Belorussian Fronts launched an offensive on the Oder Front. The main attack
was launched from the Kiistrin bridgehead by four combined arms and two
tank armies. As of the evening of 16 April, German troops were still holding
defensive positions on the Seelow Heights, but on 17 April, Soviet troops
managed to break through the German front line at the junction of the 101st
Army Corps and the 11th SS Corps. This contributed to the fact that already on

* Bisop E. Jlpyra csiToBa siiina. Kuis: KM-BYKC, 2022. C. 786.

> Turner B. Karl Doenitz ant the last days of the Third Reich. Icon Books, 2016.

% In the memoirs of Grand Admiral Karl Dénitz, the direct executive of the operation
(Donitz K. Memoirs: Ten Years and Twenty Days. Greenhill Books, 1990. P. 435—437), and
Admiral Walter Liide-Neurath, one of Doénitz's closest collaborators, the events of Operation
Reich Chancellery are not mentioned in any way. Even in his post-war publication on the last
days of the war in Europe and his role in the Donitz administration, Admiral Liide-Neirath
ignores any military operations carried out by the Kriegsmarine High Command (LUdde-
Neurath W. Unconditional surrender: a memoir of the last days of the Third Reich and the
Donitz administration. Annapolis, Md.: Naval Institute Press, 2010. P. 22; Jlloooe-Hetipam B.
Konenm na Hemenkoit 3emme. WUtorm Bropoit MupoBo# BOHHBI. BBIBOABI TOOEKIEHHBIX.
Mockaa: [Tommron, 1998. C. 568—588).
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18 April the defence line on the Seelow Heights ceased to exist’ and the front
line began to approach the capital of the Third Reich, Berlin, in a threatening
manner.

Even a cursory analysis of the balance of power on the eve of the Battle of
Berlin allows us to conclude that the advantage was not on the side of the
German High Command: against the 1st and 2nd Belorussian and 1st
Ukrainian Fronts, which were approaching the city and had 2.5 million soldiers
and officers, 41,699 artillery guns and 6,250 pieces of armored vehicles, the
German High Command could only field 1 million soldiers and officers,
10,400 artillery guns and about 1,500 pieces of armored vehicles®.

The Berlin Volkssturm units receive weapons.
All of them are holding Italian Carcano model 1891/38 rifles.

The situation with defense of the Reich capital was also quite threatening.
On paper, the order to begin construction of the «Festung Berlin» was given on
February 1, 1945, but in practice it turned out that an adequate number of
reinforced concrete fortifications that could stop the Soviet offensive had not
been built’, and the few anti-tank ditches that were dug around the city

7 Kyposcku ®. butsa 3a Peiix. Iocnennne 6actionsl ['mriepa 1944-1945. Mockaa:
Hentpronurpad, 2015. C. 343-344.

¥ Tam xe. C. 343-344; 342-343.

® Xaynm B. Cpaxenue 3a bepmu... C. 59.
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hindered the transfer of German army units more than helped to stop the Soviet
troops'’.

To provide the defence of the city, the command of the Berlin garrison
could only rely on the forces of the 56th Panzer Corps, which, according to the
memoirs of its commander, General Helmut Weidling, consisted of the
Miincheberg Motorized Division, the 23rd and 11th SS Motorized Divisions
Nederland and Nordland, the 18th and 20th Motorized Divisions, the 9th
Fallschirmjiger-Division, and the 408th Volksartilleriekorps, with a total of
about 50,000 soldiers and officers''. Moreover, even these relatively small
regular forces, which constituted the main backbone of the Berlin garrison,
were significantly weakened: the motorized divisions lacked armor and per-
sonnel, the Fallschirmjidger-Division and the Nederland Division were almost
reduced to battalion size, and the main source of support, the Volksartil-
leriekorps, had almost no ammunition for its guns'>. Moreover, even the fact
that the 56th Panzer Corps, despite its name, did not have a single tank unit in
its ranks clearly demonstrates its extremely limited combat potential. The
German High Command had the quite logical impression that it was comp-
letely impossible to adequately counter the Soviet offensive with these forces.
At the initial stage, the German Command tried to compensate for the lack of
regular troops by creating units of the Volkssturm, i.e., the people’s militia, but
the lack of weapons in Berlin’s arsenals made it impossible to arm these troops
more or less adequately™. As a result, the Volkssturm were armed with either
ersatz samples or trophy weapons made in Italy, France, Poland, and Czecho-
slovakia, which were not suitable for German ammunition, and the stocks of
trophy ammunition, as can be guessed, were extremely limited'®. It also
requires no further explanation that children and the old people'”, who had no
relevant combat experience and did not even always know how to use the
weapons they received, could not tip the scales in favor of the German army.

' This was further facilitated by the fact that the defence of Berlin was to be led by
Wehrmacht generals, while the construction of fortifications around the city was controlled by
NSDAP officials. This «dual power» led to the fact that some fortifications and defences were
built in the wrong places from the point of view of military strategy. lus. Xaynm B. Cpaxenue
3a bepmun. C. 70-71.

" Mporoxon nompoca komaHIyromero o6opoHoii bepnuna Hemerkoro renepana I'. Beiiz-
JIUHra, cAasmerocs B mieH 2 mas 1945 r. Ne 39. Mait 1945 r. Ilentpansssiii Apxus Mu-
nuctepctBa O60ponsl PO (mami — [TAMO P®D), ¢. 233, on. 2374, n. 154, n. 122—-131.

"2 Xaynm B. Cpaxenue 3a Bepmn. .. C. 77-78.

" Yelton D. Hitler's Volkssturm: the Nazi Militia and the fall of Germany, 1944—1945.
Lawrence, Kan.: University Press of Kansas, 2002. P. 108—109.

' Carruthers B. Gotterdammerung: The last days of the Wehrmacht in the East. Barnsley:
Pen & Sword Military, 2012. P. 110-111.

1> See Carruthers B. Gotterdammerung: The last days of the Wehrmacht in the East...
P. 107.
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The only exceptions were people of those age groups who had served in the
German army during the Great War and had basic military skills'®.
Nevertheless, thanks to these measures the Berlin garrison was replenished
with approximately 30 battalions of Volkssturm'’.

Despite all the measures taken to form the people’s militia, they could not,
for obvious reasons, cover the shortage of experienced personnel in the ground
units. There was an urgent need to mobilize soldiers who had military
experience or had served in paramilitary structures. By 1945, most of the
trainees of the Hitler Youth and League of German Girls had already served in
military units or in the Luftschutz air defense organization, so the capabilities
of these organizations were largely exhausted. That is why the German
command drew attention to the personnel of the Kriegsmarine and the
Luftwaffe. Given the fact that by 1945 the Germans had lost air superiority and
almost all of their large ships, the High Command decided that soldiers and
officers of the air and naval forces should be transferred to the ground forces.

This practice began in
1942, when Luftwaffe gro-
und personnel were first used
to create air field divisions,
which, despite the fact that
they officially continued to
be part of the air force, were
actually ground units'®.

The same was true for
the Navy, whose ground
personnel were used to form
a «naval division». An ad-
miral was appointed com-
mander of this formation,
with only one ground forces
officer attached to his head-
quarters as an adviser on tactics of warfare'’. According to the memoirs of

Kriegsmarine Officer learns how to use the
Panzerfaust. An image from the chronicle.

' Die Deutsche Wochenschau Nr. 750 (25.01.1945). URL: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=qyWiT-WGIPs (nara 3sepuenns 30.03.2024).

"7 CoGcTBeHHOpYUHBIE OKA3aHHS TeHepana apTuiiepun [enbMyTa Beiiamura. 4 sHBapst
1946 rona. Lenrpanbusiii ApxuB ®CB PO (0ani — LA ®CB P®D). Apx. H-21146, 1. 1, n. 75—
126.

'8 Ruffner K. Luftwaffe field divisions 1941-1945. Oxford Osprey Publishing, 1990.
P.3-7.

' Beevor A. Berlin: the downfall. London: Penguin Books, 2003. P. 159-160.
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Grand Admiral Doénitz, about 50,000 Kriegsmarine troops were mobilized to
defend the eastern borders of the Reich™.

However, the Kriegsmarine personnel were used not only as part of purely
«naval» subunits, but also as a replenishment for ground formations. For
example, about 2,000 sailors were sent to the 20th Panzergrenadier Division,
which was stationed in Seelow?'.

Paradoxically, such mixed units of Wehrmacht soldiers, Volkssturm,
Luftwaffe and Kriegsmarine ground personnel in some cases proved to be quite
battle-worthy and demonstrated excellent results. For example, during the
battles for the city of Konigsberg, these units demonstrated exceptional
resilience, courage and high morale. Despite the total superiority of the Soviet
troops, they not only managed to hold their positions and repel the first assault
on the city, but also launched a successful local counterattack in certain areas
of the front. The most famous of these operations is the raid deep into Soviet
positions under the command of the Konigsberg kreisleiter, which resulted in
the regaining of control over the Neuhausen airfield**. In general, the combined
garrison of Konigsberg demonstrated exceptional resilience, and some of its
units continued to resist even after the city’s surrender™.

Obviously, the German High Command appreciated the experience of
using such mixed units quite highly**, because, by Hitler’s order, about 30
battalions from the personnel of the Kriegsmarine and the Luftwaffe were to be
formed to strengthen the defence of Berlin®. Interestingly, the weapons for
these battalions were to be taken from the Berlin Volkssturm units, which
indicates that the High Command prioritized the formation of these
30 battalions over the arming of the Volkssturm.

Of course, the personnel of the Luftwaffe and Kriegsmarine were not up to
the level of a fully trained infantryman, but in the conditions when the old and
children were sent to the front in the ranks of the Volkssturm in large numbers,
any reinforcement had a great importance for the situation at the front. In
addition, the Navy and Air Force had basic skills in handling weapons, knew

2% Donitz K. Memoirs: Ten Years and Twenty Days... P. 433-434.

> Altner H. Berlin dance of death. Havertown, PA: CASEMATE, 2005. P. 22, 28.

22 Yelton D. Hitler's Volkssturm: the Nazi Militia and the fall of Germany... P. 122.

> Ibid. P. 133.

* This can be seen in the fact that the commander of the Konigsberg Volkssturm
battalion, Ernst Tiburzy, was awarded the highest honour of the Reich, the Knight's Cross. He
was the first of only four members of the Volkssturm to receive this award during the entire
war. Die Deutsche Wochenschau Nr. 755 (22.03.1945) URL: https://archive.org/details/1945-
03-22-Die-Deutsche-Wochenschau-755_(nata 3sepuenns 30.03.2024).

 Yelton D. Hitler's Volkssturm: the Nazi Militia and the fall of Germany... P. 126.
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the military subordination, and were more stress-resistant than the Volkssturm,
who spent most time of their military training by digging fortifications™.

Nevertheless, despite all the measures taken by the German High Com-
mand to increase the number of Berlin garrison the city was completely
surrounded on April 23-24, and the land route for the transfer of potential
reinforcements was cut off. The only available option for the German High
Command was to create an air bridge. With this in mind, Hitler initiated an
order to airlift battalions of Kriegsmarine troops to Berlin. This order was
conveyed to the Commander-in-Chief of the Kriegsmarine, Grand Admiral
Karl Donitz, during his telephone conversation with Kapitdn zur See Assmann,
which took place at midnight on April 22, 1945%". These events marked the
beginning of Operation «Reichskanzleiy.

The question of why Kriegsmarine’s units were chosen to be airlifted to
Berlin is worthy of separate consideration. After all, despite the Wehrmacht’s
difficult situation, it still had the remains of elite units that would have been
much more useful as a replenishment for the Berlin garrison than sailors.
Moreover, in the Third Reich, the Waffen-SS troops were considered to be the
most fanatically loyal to the Fiihrer. Given the almost hopeless situation of the
Berlin garrison, which had to fight in conditions of complete encirclement,
such fanaticism could ensure that these units would fight «to the last bullet».
Finally, we should not forget about the airborne units, whose main function
was airborne assault, and who had good fighting skills and were better armed
than conventional infantry units.

Nevertheless, Hitler chose the Kriegsmarine as reinforcements for the
«Festung Berlin». In my opinion, several factors could have influenced the
reasons for this choice.

First, the trust that Hitler had in the officers and men of the navy was
evident. For example, when in February 1945 Admiral Friedrich Hiiffmeier
was appointed Commandant of the Channel Islands instead of a Wehrmacht
general, Hitler himself explained his personnel decision as follows: «Many
fortresses have surrendered, but no ships were ever lost without fighting to the
last man»”*. In other words, against the backdrop of the defeats of the ground
forces, some of Hitler’s hopes were pinned on the navy and its personnel.

Secondly, it is worth mentioning that the SS troops discredited themselves
in Hitler’s eyes because of their failure in the Balaton Counteroffensive. This

%6 Carruthers B. Gotterdammerung: The last days of the Wehrmacht in the East... P. 112—
113.

7 Kriegstagebuch des Oberkommandos der Kriegsmarine (OKM) in der Zeit vom 21.
April bis 1. Mai 1945 und die russische Ubersetzung. HAMO P®, ¢. 500, om. 12453, 0. 31,
1. 4.

* O’'Hara V. Defiant until the end. World war 11. 2005. P. 48.
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strategically important operation, which took place in the area of Lake Balaton,
was intended to drive Soviet troops away from Hungarian oil fields, which, in
the face of a total fuel shortage, were vital for the continuation of the war.
Another goal of the operation was to ensure Hungary’s continued participation
in the war as an ally of the Reich. An elite formation, the 6th SS Panzer Army,
was allocated to participate in the operation. Nevertheless, despite the initial
success of the operation, the tank army was forced to retreat after encountering
strong resistance from Soviet troops. Adolf Hitler regarded this failure as an
unauthorized retreat without his order”. Given the fact that Hitler was the
initiator and ideological inspirer of this counteroffensive, this failure con-
tributed greatly to discrediting the SS troops in his eyes. As a confirmation of
this assumption, we can recall Hitler’s order obliging all SS soldiers to hand
over their cuff titles, which were a sign of their belonging to these elite units™.
The situation was aggravated by the fact that the SS men did hand over their
cuff titles, but sent them to Hitler in a night pot, thus demonstrating their
disdain for his orders and insignia. It is not known for certain whether Hitler
received this «parcel», but the significance of the precedent itself is difficult to
deny.

Thirdly, it can be assumed that the personal factors of the commanders-in-
chief of the three branches of the German armed forces and Reichsfiihrer SS
also played a role in Hitler’s decision.

For example, SS Reichsfiihrer Heinrich Himmler compromised himself in
Hitler’s eyes as a commander-in-chief of the Vistula Army Group. During his
tenure operation «Sonnenwende», a counteroffensive by the German armies in
Pomerania, failed and favourable defensive positions along the Vistula River
were lost’'. In addition, Himmler devoted only a few hours a day to his direct
duties as commander-in-chief, spending the rest of his time settling personal
matters®”. Such a negligent attitude of the Reichsfiihrer to his duties could not
contribute to further confidence in him in military matters on the part of the
High Command. Realizing this fact, on March 16, 1945, Himmler faked an

9 Beevor A. Berlin: the downfall... P. 151.

3% These cuff titles were placed on the left sleeves of Waffen-SS uniforms and bore the
name of the division or regiment in which the wearer served. See Michaelis R. Insignia of the
Waffen-SS. Atglen: Schiffer Publishing, 2016. P. 54-65.

3! Without prior consultation with the High Command, Himmler ordered the withdrawal
from the cities of Torn, Kulm, and Marienwerder without a fight. Siehe: Guderian H.
Erinnerungen eines Soldaten. Neckargemund: Kurt Vowinkel Verlag, 1960. P. 368.

32 For example, the Reichsfiihrer would not begin his duties as commander-in-chief until
10:30 a.m., after taking a bath and visiting a personal masseur. Officers were also forbidden to
disturb Himmler's sleep, even if it was required by an urgent deterioration of the situation at the
front. See Beevor A. Berlin: the downfall... P. 130.
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illness and went to the hospital in order to actually remove himself from the
post of Commander-in-Chief of the Vistula Army Group™”.

Moreover, in the mid-April 1945, Himmler had almost completely
withdrawn from «big politics», travelling between Schloss Ziethen, the
sanatorium in Hohenlichen, and the city of Flensburg, where the headquarters
of Grand Admiral Karl Dénitz was located®*. In other words, the Reichsfiihrer
lost Hitler’s trust as a result of his complete incompetence in the conduct of
hostilities and his negligent attitude to his duties.

On 20 April, the head of the Luftwaffe, Reichsmarschall Hermann Goe-
ring, left the Reich capital for Austria, where he waited for the outcome of the
Battle of Berlin in order to become the head of the Third Reich and begin
negotiations on surrender, in accordance with his rights as Hitler’s successor.
The actual leadership of the Luftwaffe was taken over by General Karl Koller,
who remained in Berlin until 23 April®.

Taking into account the fact that Hermann Goering, despite his arrogant
statements, demonstrated his inability to protect the territory of the Reich from
bombing™ and his ineffectiveness as the Luftwaffe commander-in-chief, his
role was reduced to that of a «wedding generaly» — a mere representative
figure whom Hitler also considered as a potential candidate for negotiations
with the Allies after his death. In particular, on 23 April 1945, during one of
the meetings, Hitler explicitly said that «despite all this [all the negative
qualities of Goering], he only has to negotiate the surrender»’’. Thus, Reichs-
marschall Goering was seen by Hitler as his successor at a time when the
Fiihrer himself would be dead and Germany would have to start negotiating the
surrender. In other words, the Reichsmarschall was a candidate for the role of
surrender, not a fighter to the last.

Wilhelm Keitel, who was the chief of the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht
(OKW), had a reputation as an extremely compliant and uninitiative man who
would never object to Hitler on any issue™. Nevertheless, Keitel himself did
not enjoy authority among the military and could not boast of Hitler’s trust in

33 Macksey K. Guderian, Panzer general. London: Greenhill Books, 1992. P. 200.

** Padfield P. Himmler: Reichsfiihrer-SS. London: Macmillan, 1990. P. 590, 593-595.

3 Kepcoou @. Tepman Tepunr. Bropoit uenosex Tpetbero peiixa. Mocksa: Jxemo, 2014,
C. 665.

3% At the beginning of the war, Goering said: «Not a single [enemy] bomber will reach the
Ruhr area! If even one does, don't call me Goering, call me Mayer». Given the fact that
German cities were being bombed in the final stages of the war, the citizens of the Reich
nicknamed the air raid sirens «Mayer's sirens». [{uB.: bigop E. lpyra citoBa. Kui: KM-
BYKC, 2022. C. 489.

37 Kepcoou ®. Tepman I'epunr. Bropoii uenosek Tperbero peiixa... C. 801.

3 [Ilupep B. 3ner i naginns Tpersoro paiixy. Kuis: Ham ®opmar, 2017. T. 2. C. 526.



126 B. Jlumeun

his person. In fact, Keitel’s role was reduced to that of a silent secretary in
uniform. In addition, it should not be forgotten that the «generals’ conspiracy»
and the «July 1944 assassination attempt» caused Hitler’s total distrust of the
Wehrmacht generals™.

A completely different situation developed around the personality of Karl
Donitz, the Commander-in-Chief of the Kriegsmarine. His own subordinates
called him «the lion»*, and army generals called him «Hitlerjunge Dénitz»,
similar to the popular film Hitlerjunge Quex*'. This film tells the story of a
young man named Quex, who, being loyal to the ideas of national socialism to
the end, eventually raised his hand even against his own father, who held pro-
communist views. In other words, it was the image of Hitler Youth that was
exploited in the Third Reich as a collective image of the ideal National
Socialist. It should be noted that an analysis of Karl Donitz’s behaviour and
key decisions as Commander-in-Chief of the Navy suggests that he was indeed
the best fit for his nickname.

Commander-in-Chief of the Kriegsmarine demonstrated exceptional ini-
tiative in his post. For example, having lost the ability to wage war at sea with
large ships, Grand Admiral Donitz launched an unrestricted submarine war. At
the same time, when the Western Allies improved the technology of radar
detection and destruction of German submarines, on the initiative of Admiral
Hellmuth Heye was organised the K-Verbande which personnel were to
operate midget submarines and included unit of frogmen — special forces
soldiers trained to conduct sabotage activities behind enemy lines. At that time,
the technology of production and layout of these boats was far from perfect,
and the soldiers of this unit actually agreed to test prototypes of this equipment
in combat conditions, which led to serious losses. Given the voluntary nature of
the unit, as well as the exceptional degree of self-sacrifice of its members,
combined with its good performance®, its activities could not but delight the
command.

There is even an opinion that the personnel of this unit were chosen by
Hitler as personal guards for his bunker in Berlin instead of the discredited SS
soldiers. However, this will be discussed in more detail later.

% For example, even the officers of the general staff had to submit their briefcases for
inspection and hand over their personal weapons before attending a meeting with Hitler. See
Beevor A. Berlin: the downfall... P. 58.

% Lidde-Neurath W. Unconditional surrender: a memoir of the last days of the Third
Reich... P. 19.

“! Beevor A. Berlin: the downfall... P. 154.

# According to German statistics, one of the K-Verbande units equipped with Seehund
submarines inflicted 93,000 tonnes of losses on the enemy, and according to English statistics,
120,000 tonnes. See Blocksdorf H. South Yorkshire: Pen & Sword Military, 2008. P. 111.
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At the end of the Second World War, Karl Do6nitz was one of the few
military officers who had not lost Hitler’s respect and trust. As a result, it was
the Grand Admiral who was appointed commander of the German army in the
north®. The fact that a field marshal or a Wehrmacht general was not
appointed to this position speaks volumes about Hitler’s disappointment with
the ground forces. At the same time, this fact also clearly demonstrates the
Fiihrer’s attitude and confidence in Donitz. A similar opinion was shared by
CIA Director General Brian Conrad, who noted in his letter that «Donitz’s
appointment reflected Hitler’s growing distrust of the army leaders and Him-
mler. As a military officer, Donitz was given command of the armed forces
because, as a naval officer, he was able to avoid the distrust that Hitler had felt
in the army since 20 July 1944»™*.

Thus, it can be concluded that against the background of the discredited
commanders-in-chief of the Army, Air Force, and SS, Grand Admiral Donitz
looked like a pillar of National Socialism, who, even in a rather difficult time,
was able to demonstrate loyalty to the oath, initiative in his position, and a
resolute refusal to surrender. Moreover, Kriegsmarine’s performance in com-
parison to the systematic defeats of the Wehrmacht and the Luftwaffe proved
the Grand Admiral to be a competent person in military matters.

It is difficult to say for certain what Hitler was guided by when he ordered
Donitz to send Kriegsmarine reinforcements to besieged Berlin by air.
Nevertheless, through the prism of historical and anthropological analysis, it
can be assumed that by addressing his order to the Kriegsmarine and to Donitz
as their commander-in-chief, Hitler had the best chance of having his order not
only heard but also executed. At the very least, the German Grand Admiral’s
personality suggested that he would definitely try to take the necessary mea-
sures to ensure the formation of battalions and the creation of an air bridge.

Nevertheless, despite the fact that Hitler’s order had been communicated to
Donitz, the Grand Admiral faced an extremely difficult task: to form pre-
fabricated units of Kriegsmarine soldiers and, in the face of total enemy air
superiority, to organise an air bridge to besieged Berlin to bring their rein-
forcements.

As mentioned earlier, Operation «Reichskanzlei» began on 22 April. It was
also the day of the last meeting was held in the Fiihrerbunker in Berlin. One of
its participants, Hitler’s personal stenographer, makes no mention of Hitler’s
order to move Kriegsmarine’s units to the city. Nevertheless, an important

“ Villatoux P., Aiolfi X. Final archives of the Fuhrerbunker. Philadelphia & Oxford: Case-
mate Publishers, 2020. P. 117.

* TuceMo mupextopa passexu CILIA Bpaiiona Konpana 1945 rox. LA ®CB Pd, ¢. K-1oc,
om. 4, n. 16, n. 28-38.
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outcome of the meeting was that Hitler firmly decided that he would stay in
Berlin and personally lead the defence of the capital of the «millennial
Reich»®. Given the fact that the meeting ended at around 8 p.m.*® and that
Karl Doénitz’s telephone conversation with Kapitdn zur See Assmann took
place at midnight, it is quite possible to assume that at that time Hitler, having
familiarised himself with the situation in Berlin, decided to urgently strengthen
the city’s garrison. Nevertheless, whenever the Fiihrer decided to launch
Operation «Reichskanzlei», he would have been able to inform the Grand
Admiral, through Herr Assmann, no earlier than late in the evening. The fact is
that Donitz himself, according to Admiral Liide-Neurath’s recollections,
arrived at his new headquarters in PIon and connected to the communication
system only late in the evening®’. Unfortunately, Herr Assmann himself left no
memories, and Grand Admiral Donitz makes no mention of this phone call in
his memoirs. Nevertheless, the analysis of archival materials gives us the right
to assert that it was Kapitan zur See Assmann’s phone call that launched the
Operation «Reichskanzlei.

First of all, it is necessary to provide some explanation about the name of
the operation. The fact is that no specific name for the operation is recorded in
archival documents, but its first researcher, Giinter Ott, dubbed it the
«Reichskanzlei» to distinguish it from other similar efforts to create an air
bridge to further supply the Berlin garrison*®. That is why the author decided to
use this name to demonstrate that both studies refer to the same operation.

It is worth noting that the Kriegsmarine High Command was quite
committed to the operation and prepared the following units for deployment to
Berlin:

- the Alarmbataillon, whose personnel were stationed in different locations.
288 soldiers were to be flown to Berlin by seaplane from the naval aviation
base in Piitnitz (near the town of Ribnitz). Another 175 soldiers were to be
flown from Tutow Airport (in the region of Western Pomerania)®. Hereafter
— Unit A.

# DextpoHHas OGHONHOTEKA MCTOPHUECKHX JOKYMEHTOB. M3 BOCIIOMHHAHMH CTEHO-
rpaducta perixckanuenspuu ['. Xeppreseis o nocieanem cosemiannu y A. I'ntiepa 22 anpens
1945 roma. URL: https://docs.historyrussia.org/ru/nodes/191717-iz-vospominaniy-steno-
grafista-reyhskantselyarii-g-herrgezelya-o-poslednem-soveschanii-u-a-gitlera-22-aprelya-1945-
goda#mode/grid/page/1/zoom/1 (nata 3Bepuenns 22.04.2024).
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- A battalion, which consisted of 472 soldiers and was based in Rostock.
The flight to Berlin was planned to be made from the city’s airport™. Hereafter
— Unit B.

It was planned to transfer these units to Berlin on the night of 25-26 April
because only during this period the Kriegsmarine Command would have the
necessary number of transport aircraft at its disposal. Nevertheless, obviously
aware of the fact that 935 soldiers would not be enough to significantly
strengthen the Berlin garrison, the Kriegsmarine command decided to bring in
more forces and additionally allocated another unit. This combined battalion
was to consist of 1,000 sailors stationed on the island of Fehmarn (north of the
city of Liibeck, 18 km off the Danish coast) — hereafter — Unit C. They were
to be transported to the city of Wismar and then to Rerik Airport, from where
they were to be flown to Berlin. The deployment of this unit, apparently due to
the large number of personnel, was scheduled for the night of 26-27 April®".
However, apparently due to the critical situation at the front, the plan under-
went significant changes and 800 soldiers from this unit were sent to the
command of the Vistula Army Group. Thus, the personnel of the battalion from
the island of Fehmarn was significantly reduced, and instead of 1,000 soldiers,
the Berlin garrison could count on only a modest replenishment of 200 sol-
diers. (For a better understanding of the location of all units, at the end of this
article there is a map of the operation. Units of the first wave of the
reinforcements are marked with lettersfrom A to C).

Unfortunately, no clear information on the personnel of the above-
mentioned units has been found yet in the archival documents. However, in his
testimony given in Soviet captivity, the Commandant of the Berlin Defence,
General Helmut Weidling, recalled that on 26 April, during a telephone
conversation, the Chief of Staff of the Army, General Krebs, informed him that
Grand Admiral Donitz would send reinforcements from the best units of the
fleet to Berlin — personnel from submarine schools in the amount of 3 mar-
ching battalions™.

The German researcher Werner Haupt provides slightly different infor-
mation. Thus, according to him, it was the marines battalions that were to be
delivered to Berlin™. It should be emphasised at the outset that the name
«marines» should not be taken literally, as under normal circumstances it is
used to refer to units whose main task is to conduct combat operations as part

0 Kriegstagebuch des Oberkommandos der Kriegsmarine (OKM) in der Zeit vom 21.
April bis 1. Mai 1945 und die russische Ubersetzung. [IAMO P®, ¢. 500, om. 12453, n. 31, . 4.
51
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of a naval assault force. The fact is that the German army simply did not have
any marine units, and during the landings from the sea, its role was performed
by regular Wehrmacht units®*. Therefore, it is necessary to critically analyse
the available information on the personnel of these units.

Unfortunately, the documents of Kriegsmarine’s headquarters do not
contain information about personnel of the consolidated units. However,
knowing their locations, we can try to make assumptions on this issue. For
example, based on the above statement by General Krebs about the personnel
of the submarine schools, we can try to identify these training units.

Thus, in the immediate vicinity of the location of Grand Admiral Donitz’s
headquarters, there were at least two training units of the Kriegsmarine
submarine fleet: the submarine school in Miirwik and the 24th (training)
submarine flotilla based in Eckernforde™. Given the fact that this flotilla was
disbanded in March 1945, it is quite plausible to assume that its personnel-
instructors and their students-could have been used as infantry.

Also can not be ignored the fact that the 26th Submarine Flotilla was based
in Rostock, where the aforementioned Kriegsmarine Battalion (Unit B) was
based, and that two training flotillas were operating near the Fehmarn island
(Unit C). The 19th submarine flotilla was based in Kiel, and the 25th in
Travemiinde. All three flotillas remained operational and continued their
activities until the surrender of Germany*®.

That is why it is likely that the data provided by General Krebs is correct
and that the personnel of the battalions consisted at least partly of cadets from
the Kriegsmarine submarine schools.

It is difficult to determine what part of the personnel of the units could
have been submariners. There is evidence that the 24th Flotilla (during its
entire existence) included 53 submarines, the 26th — 7, and the 19th — 4. The
25th Flotilla did not have submarines in its composition, as it was actually a
torpedo school. Given the approximate number of the crew on a German
submarine — about 50 people”” — it is possible to calculate how many
servicemen were in a particular flotilla. However, it is worth repeating once
again that these calculations are approximate and should not be relied upon
completely.

> For example, the German occupation of the Channel Islands was carried out by the
Wehrmacht units, not the Kriegsmarine.

> 3anecckuii K. Kpurcmapune. Boenno-mopckoii dior Tpetsero Peiixa. Mocksa: Sly3a,
2005. C. 29.
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Nevertheless, assumptions about the personnel of the battalions can be
made not only from General Weidling’s memoirs.

In his research, Tony Le Tissier notes that «Alarmbataillon» from Tutow
(unit A) consisted of three companies of the naval trainees, a company of
officer cadets and a headquarters. The commander of the unit, which received
the name «Grossadmiral Donitzy», was Franz Kuhlmann®.

The state of this battalion can also be judged by its name, because the very
classification of this unit as a «Alarm» indicates that it was created in a hurry
in the critical situation at the front and consisted of any units that were in the
area. This was also true for this unit, as its commander, Franz Kuhlmann, did
not even have time to add the names of his subordinates to the personnel lists™.

Usually, such «Alarmbattailon» included military personnel from head-
quarters and logistics and supply units, i.e. people who under normal cir-
cumstances were not supposed to take direct part in hostilities®’.

Kriegsmarine map of the Fehmarn island.

> Tissier Le, T. Race for the Reichstag. Pen & Sword Military, 2010. P. 68.
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Most often, such units were created to achieve a specific goal: to conduct a
local counteroffensive or to «plug holes at the front». The quantitative
composition of these «Alarm» units was not constant, but rather situational, as
it depended on which units were in the right place at the right time. This thesis
can be at least partially confirmed by the fact that the unit’s size is not very
significant — only two units of 288 and 175 people, respectively.

Another purpose of creating such units was garrison service. According to
Hitler’s order, all German cities were to become fortresses on the way of an
enemy offensive. Since regular units were needed by the High Command at the
front, the aforementioned battalions were most often created to provide them
with garrison service. These battalions were supplied with weapons and
uniforms from the arsenals of the cities in which they were stationed.

To start characteristic of the personnel of the battalion from the island of
Fehmarn (C), it must be said that the first thing that catches our eye is the
rather large number of soldiers that were part of it. Unfortunately, no infor-
mation was found in the specialized literature on what kind of unit was
stationed there. Nevertheless, the author managed to obtain from foreign
colleagues a fragment of the Kriegsmarine map, which shows the island of
Fehmarn. In particular, it shows two batteries of coastal artillery installed on
the island — the heavy battery «Prince Heinrich» and the medium battery «von
Bismarck». It can be assumed that the personnel of these batteries were
mobilized into the combined battalion. Given the fact that the advantage in the
Baltic Sea at that time was already fully owned by the Soviet fleet, the combat
potential of the two batteries, one of which was armed with only 105 mm field
guns’', was low for the Kriegsmarine Command. In his research, Ukrainian
historian Andriy Haruk notes that the personnel of the coastal batteries were
composed of soldiers from the Wehrmacht, Kriegsmarine, and Luftwaffe®”.
Most often, such units included soldiers who were unable to serve in frontline
units due to their health condition®.

In addition, the close proximity of the island of Fehmarn to the coast of
Denmark, occupied by German troops, gives reason to believe that this area of
warfare was not a priority for the German High Command and, as a result,

%! This is the «von Bismarck» battery, as evidenced by its marking on the map. About the
meaning of the German markings see: German Military Symbols 1944. Washington (War
Department): Military Intelligence division, 1944. P. 350.

62 Wehrmacht and Kriegsmarine soldiers were to operate the batteries' guns and perform
coastal defence functions, while Luftwaffe soldiers operated anti-aircraft artillery to protect the
coastal batteries. uB.: Xapyx A. Aptwmnepusi Bepmaxrta. MockBa: Dxcmo, 2010. URL:
http:/t,’/Sloveread.ec/read_book.php‘?id:75965&p:16#g1_14 (mata 3Bepuenns 17.04.2024).
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these units were most likely really manned and equipped on a residual basis.
These facts convincingly demonstrate the combat value of such units.

However, the two batteries of coastal artillery were not the only German
units stationed on the island. On the aforementioned map we find the markings
of two «Peilstations». In a reference book on German topographic markings
and their decoding, we find information that this word means «direction
finding station»®*.

According to the memoirs of German pilots, it was on the island of
Fehmarn that radar installations were operating to help guide night fighters to
their targets®. This is also confirmed by Russian researchers who claim that
these radars were Freya radars, whose operators were used to create this
battalion®. However, given the fact that it is unlikely that the radar operators
numbered 1,000 people, it can be assumed that in addition to them, the
combined unit included soldiers from the island’s two coastal batteries, as well
as personnel from two of the Kriegsmarine training flotillas (the 19th and
25th), which were located near the battalion’s formation site. The latter
assumption can be supported by the results of a study by Gilinter Ott, who
claims that the battalion also included sailors-cadets and candidates for naval
officers born in 1926-1927, who were persuaded to enlist in the battalion for
«personal protection of the Fithrer»®”.

Thus, according to the plans of the Kriegsmarine High Command,
1135 soldiers with varying degrees of combat training were to be sent to the
besieged Berlin. In the case of the Freya radar operators from the island of
Fehmarn (Unit C), these were purely technical specialists whose main
advantage was their ability to operate radars, not to participate in combat. The
same applies to submariners, whose skills allowed them to conduct successful
combat operations at sea as part of the crews of German submarines. As for the
young cadets, the fact that they agreed to take part in such a risky operation
clearly indicates the degree of their ideological convictions, but the fact that
they had not even received basic infantry training reduces their combat value to
almost nothing. Only the Kriegsmarine coastal defence units, which, by virtue
of their duties, actually served as ground units, could have had more or less
adequate combat training (Unit C).

Moreover, the Berlin garrison was not so much short of personnel as it was
short of weapons, ammunition, food, and medicine, so the reinforcement of
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1,135 Kriegsmarine soldiers, although not superfluous, could not significantly
strengthen the Berlin garrison and tip the scales in the battle for the city in
favour of Germany.

It can be concluded that Hitler thought the same, because on April 25 at
19:00 he sent a radio message to Admiral Donitz demanding that additional
units be brought into the operation®. As in the previous case, Kriegsmarine’s
High Command acted quickly and by 9:30 p.m. had already decided to allocate
the necessary units. The second wave of reinforcements included:

- Two fortress regiments (festungregiment) from the city of Kiel —
3500 soldiers;

- Fortress battalions (festungbataillon) from the island of Sylt —
2500 soldiers;

- A battalion of cadets and recruits from the non-commissioned officer
school in Eckernforde — 600 soldiers;

- crews of the ships — 1500 sailors;

- From the personnel of the units that were subordinate to the Chief of the
Transport Service in Kappeln (K.d.K.) — 1000 soldiers.

It is worth explaining right away that the so-called «Festung» battalions are
conditionally related units to «Alarm» battalions, with the only difference
being that their main task was to perform garrison service. As for the unit
formed from the personnel of ship crews, this practice was used by the Army
High Command due to the realization that the German advantage at sea was
lost forever and because of the urgent need for reinforcements on the Eastern
Front. In his memoirs, Karl Do6nitz noted that such units were most often
staffed by crew members of submarines and boats whose construction could
not be completed in the near future®. In the case of the personnel of the
Kappeln transport service, we are most likely talking about units whose
composition and armament were approximately equal to those of the Volks-
sturm (On the map in the end of the article these units are marked with letters
fromD to G).

As part of this characterization, should be also taken into account the fact
of a catastrophic shortage of weapons for these battalions. This question was
discussed at the meetings of the Kriegsmarine. In particular, attempts were
made to find a way to adequately arm the units by any means necessary. That is
why it was decided to requisition the necessary weapons from the personnel of

6 Kriegstagebuch des Oberkommandos der Kriegsmarine (OKM) in der Zeit vom 21.
April bis 1. Mai 1945 und die russische Ubersetzung. HAMO PO, ¢. 500, om. 12453, 1. 31,
o 11-12.
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the coastal defence and anti-aircraft artillery units’’. Nevertheless, it seems
extremely unlikely that these units did receive full-fledged weapons, because,
as you might guess, the largest number of infantry weapons were available to
the ground forces, which needed them most in the face of the collapse of the
front in April-May 1945.

As of April 25, only the fortress battalions from Kiel Fortress and the
personnel of the non-commissioned officer school in Eckernforde were fully
operational and ready to go into battle. However, just like the Volkssturm
fighters, they were armed with foreign-made rifles and machine guns, which
severely limited their combat capabilities’'.

As far as can be understood from the documents, the units of the second
wave of reinforcements were to be delivered to Berlin by land, as no mention
of their relocation to airfields or the allocation of aircraft for their transpor-
tation was found in the source. This assumption was partially confirmed by the
research of Earl Ziemke, who notes that according to Hitler’s order to Donitz
of April 25, reinforcements for the Berlin garrison were to be sent by air, and
reinforcements for the units holding the front around the city were to be sent by
water and land’>.

Thus, despite the fact that these units, compared to the battalions of the
first wave, were supposed to provide the Berlin garrison with a fairly solid
replenishment of 8,100 soldiers, the state of their logistics and training left
much to be desired. In addition, this number of real reinforcements existed only
on paper, as only two units, consisting of 4100 soldiers, were ready to enter the
battle.

Nevertheless, counting the total number of personnel in all units of the two
waves of projected reinforcements, it can be stated that the Kriegsmarine High
Command planned to send about 9,235 soldiers to defend Berlin.

However, for Karl Donitz, finding the troops to carry out operation
«Reichskanzlei» was only half of his task. The main problem was the pos-
sibility of airlifting them to Berlin.

As mentioned earlier, the Kriegsmarine units were scattered at Rerik,
Tutow, Piitnitz, and Rostock airfields. On the one hand, this complicated the
logistics of the operation, as it would have been much easier to concentrate the
required number of transport aircraft at one airfield rather than scattering them
across three different airfields. On the other hand, this increased the chances of

0 Kriegstagebuch des Oberkommandos der Kriegsmarine (OKM) in der Zeit vom 21.
April bis 1. Mai 1945 und die russische Ubersetzung. LIAMO P®, ¢. 500, om. 12453, a. 31,
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success of the air bridge, because transport aircraft, which cruising speeds was
not very hight, were easy targets for enemy fighters not only in the air but also
at airfields, which could no longer be adequately protected by German air
defence. Given the total air dominance of the anti-Hitler coalition, a large
concentration of transport aircraft at an airfield could have attracted the
attention of Allied fighters or bombers, which in turn would have led to the
destruction of the aircraft on the ground and the collapse of the entire
operation. The fact that each unit had to be redeployed from a different airfield
could have been a key factor in the success of the air bridge.

Luftwaffe transport planes had to cover a not-so-long distance. For
example, the distance from Rerik to Berlin was 234 kilometers, from Tutow
180 kilometers, from Rostock 220 kilometers, and from Piitnitz 235 kilometers.
Never the less, given the fact that the maximum speed of the Luftwaffe’s main
transport aircraft, the Ju-52, was only 250 kilometers””, they would have had to
spend about an hour in the air before successfully landing at one of Berlin’s
airfields. Taking into account the fact that all the planes would have to be
loaded with troops and ammunition, it becomes clear that their already low top
speed would be reduced, and, as a result, the time required to fly to Berlin
would increase proportionally.

It is not difficult to guess that in the conditions of air dominance of the
Allied and Soviet air forces, every extra minute spent in the air threatened the
transport planes with possibility destruction. Obviously, it was for these
reasons that the Kriegsmarine High Command decided to conduct this transport
operation on the night of April 25-26"*, as the darkness allowed at least
partially reduce the threat of destruction of transport planes by enemy aircraft
and anti-aircraft fire. However, on the other hand, the task assigned to the
Luftwaffe pilots was also complicated, as they were required to land their
airplanes with troops in the darkness of night.

Nevertheless, such difficulties did not frighten the Commander-in-Chief of
the Kriegsmarine, Grand Admiral Donitz, who wanted to fulfill his Fiihrer’s
task at all costs. That is why, as of April 25, transport planes of the Luftflotte
Reich began to concentrate at the aforementioned airfields:

3 This is the data provided by researcher Morten Jessen in his study. See Jessen M. The
Junkers Ju 52: the Luftwaffe's workhorse. London: Greenhill, 2002. P. 5. The official website
of the industrial concern Junkers, which produced the Ju-52 transport aircraft, states that its
maximum speed was 290 kilometers per hour. Obviously, the speed of the aircraft depended on
the engines that were installed on it. URL: https://hugo.junkers.de/blog/flugzeuge/junkers-ju-
52-3m/ (mata 3BepueHHs 20.04.2024).
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- TGr 30 and Gruppe Uhl squadrons were based at Rerik airfield. They
were armed with 27 He-111 H-20 twin-engine heavy bombers.

- Tutow airfield was home to the Grossraumtransportstaffel (literally
«transport squadron for the transportation of large cargo»), which included
23 three-engine Ju-352 transport aircraft. There was also at least one Fw-200
from K.G. 40 at this airfield.

- At the naval base in Pitnitz, there were 15 Ju-52s of the «M»
modification (adapted for landing on the water surface), which were part of
TG 17.

It was these units that were to take on the task of delivering Kriegsmarine’s
soldiers to besieged Berlin. As can be seen, already at this stage the number of
reinforcements decreased significantly, because, for unknown reasons, the
German High Command allocated no transport aircraft for the combined
battalion from Rostock’®. All other units of the first wave of reinforcements
were to be delivered to Berlin. The units of the second wave, as predicted
earlier, did not receive transport aircraft and had to reach the Berlin area by
land. Their attempts, if any, were unsuccessful, because, as General Weidling
recalled, «the marching battalions that General Krebs had spoken of never
arrived. They were unable to get through or were intercepted by other com-
mand authorities outside Berlin. It was impossible to determine where they
went» . Thus, the second wave of reinforcements, which consisted of
8,100 soldiers, failed to reinforce the garrison of the city. At the beginning of
the Battle of Berlin, there were two airports under German control — Tem-
pelhof, located in the central part of the city, and Gatow, on its western
outskirts. However, on April 22, the Tempelhof airfield was captured by Soviet
troops’*, and as of April 26, the last airport in the city, Gatow, remained under
German control. Nevertheless, it was only conditionally possible to call the
Gatow airport suitable for landing aircraft, as fierce fighting was taking place
on its territory. Only thanks to the efforts of combined units of the Volkssturm
and Luftwaffe cadets’””, as well as the support of the guns of the Flakturm (air
defense tower) in the Zoo area™, did German troops manage to keep the
runway under control. Nevertheless, Soviet troops continued their attacks and
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the airport was under heavy artillery fire, making it difficult for transport
aircraft with troops to land there. The only available alternative for German
pilots was to land on Berlin’s avenues, which were wide enough for airplanes.
In other words, German pilots had to choose between two options: landing at
an airport that was being fought over and under artillery fire, or landing on one
of Berlin’s avenues, which, as can be guess, were not adapted for use as a
runway.

At first glance, the task facing the German pilots may seem completely
unrealistic. However, in the practice of the German command, there have
already been cases of quite successful operations of this kind. An example is
the experience of creating an air bridge to the fortress city of Breslau. When
the city was besieged by Soviet troops and needed reinforcements, Hitler
ordered the construction of an improvised airfield on Kaiserstrafe®'. Given the
fact that the fortress city was subjected to daily bombardment by Soviet
artillery and air raids, such a measure may seem unrealistic. Nevertheless, the
airfield fully fulfilled its task and during the entire period of its operation,
about three thousand tons of cargo were delivered to the city and about 6,000
wounded were evacuated™.

That is why, apparently rely-
ing on the successful experience of
Breslau, the German High Com-
mand ordered the construction of a
runway on Charlottenburgstraf3e.
Hitler’s personal pilot, General
Hans Baur, was to supervise the
work and began to perform this
task on April 25*. Thus, in the
event that it was impossible to land
at the Gatow airport, German
pilots could try to land on Char-
lottenburgstrale.

Early in the morning of
April 26, the first 5 transport

Charlottenburgstrafle. View from above. aircraft involved in operation

¥ The street was 1500 meters long and wide enough to land a Ju-52 transport aircraft.
Hus.: Jeemes /1., 3y606 /]. Bo3nyuiHble H3BO3YHKH BepMaxTa. TpaHCIOpTHAs aBUAIUS JTHODT-
Badde 1939-1945. Mocksa: Ilentpmomurpad, 2013. URL: http://loveread.ec/read book.
php?id=52786&p=49 (nara 3Bepuenns 21.04.2024).

82 3aGnomexuii A., Jlapunyes P. «Bosaymnsie MocTs» Tperbero Peiixa. Mocksa: Beue,
2013. URL: http://loveread.ec/read_book.php?id=52868&p=57 (nara 3BepHenns 21.04.2024).

% Baur H. T Was Hitler’s Pilot... P. 125-126.
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«Reichskanzlei» took off from the Tutow airfield. Three Ju-352s carrying
fighters of the «Grossadmiral Donitz» battalion (A) successfully overcame all
difficulties and managed to land at the Gatow airfield. Despite heavy shelling
by Soviet artillery, the Luftwaffe pilots were able not only to successfully land
the Kriegsmarine sailors but also to take on board the wounded. The entire
loading operation took about 20 minutes, after which all three planes returned
to Tutow Airport™.

Two other transport planes came under heavy anti-aircraft fire and were
forced to turn back. One of them was heavily damaged and forced to make an
emergency landing, while the pilot of the other successfully landed his plane in
Tutow. The pilot explained his refusal to fulfill the task by saying that he could
not find a place to land — obviously, this explanation did not satisfy the
military police and the pilot was arrested on charges of cowardice®.

It is worth noting that the pilot’s explanation is quite plausible, because
according to Manfred Kudell, who also flew over Berlin, navigation over the
city was hampered by smog clouds from the fires that were burning in the city.
Only pilots who were from Berlin could recognize the neighbourhoods they
were flying over and navigate over the city®®. Nevertheless, even such quite
obvious factors could not save the German pilots if they failed to fulfill the task
of the High Command.

There is no mention of subsequent attempts to send reinforcements to
Berlin in the archival documents known to science, and there is a lot of
confusing information in the literature. That is why it was decided to use the
research of Giinter Ott, who, as his article shows, personally communicated
with the participants of the operation «Reichskanzlei».

The next attempt to land in the city was made by an Fw-200 plane that
took off from Tutow at around 4 am. Despite the fact that the four-engine
bomber was an excellent target for Soviet anti-aircraft gunners, the pilot still
managed to land at the Gatow airfield and then return to his home airfield®’.

As far as we can tell, the above-mentioned 6 planes were the only ones that
took off from Tutow in the direction of the city. Only 4 of them managed to
land successfully in Berlin — 3 Ju-352s and 1 Fw-200.

Also on the night of April 26, planes were to take off from Rerik airfield.
The squadron stationed there was armed with He-111 heavy bombers, which
were not adapted for using as transport planes. For this reason, a unit of the so-
called «Fiihrer’s Squadron» (Die Fliegerstaffel des Fiihrers), which included

% Peg M. Transporter Volume Two... P. 177.

% Jleemes /1., 3epupos M., 3y606 J. Bo3nymnas Gutsa 3a Bepmun... C. 161.
% Tam sxe. C. 190.

%7 Ott G. Unternehmen «Reichskanzlei» Teil des Reports... P. 47.
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aircraft used by the Reich’s top officials, was partially redeployed to Rerik. A
total of three planes were transferred to the airfield: Fw-200, Ju-290, Ju-352%,

At approximately 11 p.m., a Ju-290 with 50 Kriegsmarine sailors on board
took off, but 15 minutes later it was forced to return to the airfield due to a
malfunction of the third engine. The crew of this plane made no other attempts
to reach Berlin®.

The next in line was an Fw-200, which took 17 Kriegsmarine soldiers on
board. As far as we can tell, this Condor was one of Hitler’s two personal
airplanes®. Perhaps that is why during the flight the sailors were very
impressed by the luxurious interior of the plane, and the crew hurried to cover
the leather passenger seats with a tarpaulin. As the Fw-200 approached the city,
it was spotted by an anti-aircraft searchlight and the plane came under heavy
anti-aircraft artillery fire. The plane was heavily damaged and caught fire. The
pilot tried to make an emergency landing near the town of Wilhelmhorst, but
crashed into a house. Three crew members and five sailors were killed in the
crash”’.

The last plane to take off from Rerik airfield at 23:40 was a Ju-352
carrying 25 Kriegsmarine sailors (Unit C). The plane successfully reached
Berlin, but managed to land at Gatow Airport, which was under heavy fire,
only on the third attempt. At the request of the air traffic control center, the
pilot had to wait before making the return flight to take on board a group of
seriously wounded soldiers. Despite the fact that the plane was severely
damaged on the way back, the pilot managed to get the plane to Rechlin
Airport, where he landed””.

As far as can be understood from archival sources and literature, the
second unit, which was part of the Alarmbattailon (A) and was stationed at the
Piitnitz, did not even attempt to reach Berlin. Most likely, this was due to the
fact that the planes of the unit based there were seaplanes and could land only
on the water surface. Given the street fighting in Berlin and the fact that none
of the city’s canals were wide enough for Ju-52s, we can conclude that their
crews did not consider it possible to accomplish this task. However, we cannot
rule out the possibility that the unit may have simply lacked fuel or parts to
repair the aircraft.

% Ott G. Unternehmen «Reichskanzlei» Teil des Reports... P. 47.

% Giinter Ott reconstructs these events on the basis of Ingo Eckern's testimony. Dort.

% Williamson M. Fliegerstaffel des Fiihrers (F.d.F.) 1945. URL: https://weaponsand-
warfare.com/2016/11/21/fliegerstaffel-des-fuhrers-f-d-f-1945/ (nata 3Bepuenns 22.04.2024).

°! The fate of this Condor and its passengers is reconstructed on the basis of the memoirs
of Eginhart Schmiechen, Willy Hummel, Bernhart Lacher, and Gerhart Jakob. Ott G. Unter-
nehmen «Reichskanzlei»... P. 45, 47.

” Dort. 50.
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Thus, in the end, only one Ju-352 with 25 Kriegsmarine sailors on board
was able to land.

The next day, on April 27, at 12:30 a.m., at a regular meeting of the
Kriegsmarine High Command, was decided that further delivering reinfor-
cements to Berlin via the air bridge were impossible due to the extremely low
probability of a successful landing in the city. Instead, the High Command
planned to prioritize the operation to supply the Berlin garrison with am-
munition, which clearly demonstrates the greater need of German units in
Berlin for ammunition than for reinforcements. Another conditional advantage
of the ammunition supply operation was that it did not require pilots to land in
the city, because it could be dropped in containers over the city by parachute.

Despite the decision to abandon further attempts to bring reinforcements to
Berlin by air, Hitler, on his own initiative, ordered the transfer of K-Verbande
troops to the city. They were to replace the Fiihrer’s personal security unit,
which consisted of SS soldiers, in whom Hitler no longer had any confidence’”.
On April 27, 30 soldiers of this special unit arrived at the Rerik airfield, where
3 Ju-52s were already waiting for them. However, by that time, the Gatow
airfield had already been lost, and the planes sent to reconnoitre the possibility
of landing on the Charlottenburg Strale found that landing there was
impossible. Then, the German High Command proposed to eject the fighters of
the special unit by parachute, but it was rejected by the unit’s headquarters as
absolutely insane’. That is why the K-Verbande fighters did not get to the
besieged city (K-Verbande Unit is marked on the map in the end of the article
asK).

Thus, out of the 9 aircraft involved in the operation «Reichskanzlei», only
5 were able to land in the city: 4 Ju-352s and one Fw-200. Given that the
Junkers transport could accommodate a maximum of 22-25 people, and the
Condor, which was not adapted to transporting only 15-17 roops, it can be
argued that approximately 110 Kriegsmarine soldiers were delivered to
besieged Berlin as a result of the operation «Reichskanzlei».

Despite the fact that the number of Kriegsmarine soldiers delivered to
Berlin was quite small, it is still worth trying to establish their combat path
during the defence of the city.

Tony Le Tissier, analyzing the memoirs of the battalion commander Franz
Kuhlmann, notes that after arriving in the city, the sailors walked to

% Bexxep K. Jiomu otpsaga «K». JluBepcHOHHBIH Kopiyc Hemenkux BM® Bo Bropoit
MupoBoii BoriHe. Mocksa: Lentpronurpad, 2004. URL: http://loveread.ec/read book.php?id=
54083 &p=43 (mata 3BepHeHHs 24.04.2024).

% Tam xe. URL: http://loveread.ec/read book.php?id=54083&p=44 (nara 3BepHEHHS
24.04.2024).
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Heerstralle, where trucks were already waiting for them. The unit was
transported to Wilhelmstrasse and housed in the basements of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs”.

The American researcher Michael Peg notes that the main task of the
arrived sailors was «the defence of the Reich Chancellery and the protection of
the Fithrer»’®; a similar opinion is shared by a group of foreign authors’’. These
data are also confirmed by the testimony of General Weidling, who stated that
«the Fuhrer ordered this battalion to be sent to defend the Reich Chancellery.
Thus, the battalion was lost as a reserve for the defence area» . Russian
researcher Grigoryi Kiselev notes that upon their arrival in Berlin, the
Kriegsmarine sailors were lined up in front of the Fiihrerbunker, where Hitler
personally addressed them”. Nevertheless, the direct «residents» of the
Fiithrerbunker, Wilhelm Keitelloo, Nikolaus von Belowml, and Hans Baurm,
make no mention of this incident in their memoirs. Taking into account the fact
that Hitler’s last confirmed exit from his bunker to the surface took place on his
birthday on April 20'” and the sailors arrived on the night of April 25-26, the
factual error of the Russian researcher becomes clear.

It is also worth noting that despite his disbelief in the SS and his desire to
have a personal bodyguard from the Kriegsmarine, Hitler did not use this unit
as his personal guard. At least until April 30, the day Hitler committed suicide,
the Fiihrerbunker was guarded by SS soldiers led by Sturmbannfiihrer Franz
Schidle '™,

Most likely, this consolidated unit of Kriegsmarine was included in the
Kampfgruppe Mohnke, whose task was to defend Sector Z («Citadel»), which
included the government quarter where the Reich Chancellery was located'®”.

% Tissier Le, T. Race for the Reichstag... P. 68.

% Peg M. Transporter Volume Two... P. 177.
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Finally, this version is confirmed by the data provided to the aforementioned
Tony Le Tissier by Theodor von Duvfing, the chief of staff of General
Weydling, who participated in the Battle of Berlin. In particular, he notes that
the «Grossadmiral Donitzy» battalion, along with the SS regiment «Anhalt,»
were indeed subordinate to SS-Brigadefiihrer Mohnke'*® and were located in
the sector between the Brandenburg Gate, the Moltke Bridge, and the Reich-
stag'’’. And Willy Rogman, commander of the «Anhalt» Regiment’s mortar
platoon, said that among other units, 250 sailors from the battalion «Gros-
sadmiral Donitz» were in their area'®. This information suggests that
Kriegsmarine’s unit was relocated from the Reich Chancellery to the Reichstag
area. It is quite possible that this was done on the orders of Brigadefiihre
Mohnke, who was in charge of the sector’s defence.

The only thing that raises questions is that Rogman mentions that the
battalion consisted of 250 soldiers, because the 4 planes that were able to land
in the city could not possibly accommodate that many people. Nevertheless, it
can be assumed that the battalion was assigned replenishment not only from
among the sailors, but also from other units located in the city.

On the evening of April 28, the battalion’s soldiers helped two companies
from the «Anhalt» Regiment repel a nighttime attack by Soviet troops trying to
break through the Moltke Bridge to the other side'”.

Several Soviet sources describe the combat actions of the Kriegsmarine
unit. For example, Major General Shatilov, whose 150th Infantry Division was
fighting in the Reichstag area, recalled that on the morning of April 30,
Kriegsmarine sailors attempted to launch a counterattack to break through to
the Moltke Bridge and blow it up, but the unit suffered losses from direct fire
from artillery and retreated''’. Despite the fact that the author greatly
overestimates the number of sailors (this will be discussed in more detail in the
next article) the fact that this attack really took place is quite possible.

A slightly different version of the morning attack is presented by Willie
Rogman. According to him, on April 29 at 7 a.m., the «Anhalt» Regiment
launched a surprise counterattack against the 150th Infantry Division near the
Moltke Bridge in order to break through a corridor for about a hundred
encircled paratroopers of the 9th Airborne Division. The counterattack was
successful and took the Soviet troops by surprise. That is why German troops
decided to continue their success and tried to blow up the Moltke Bridge.

"% Tissier Le, T. Race for the Reichstag. ... P. 106.

7 Ibid. P. 147.

1% Tbid. P. 147—-148.
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However, the power of the charges was not enough to destroy the bridge
completely, and only three of its spans were destroyed'''. Given the fact that
some units from the «Anhalt» Regiment and the Battalion «Grossadmiral
Donitz» occupied adjacent positions, it can be assumed that the sailors did
participate in this attack.

German POWs after the battle of Berlin. Kriegsmarine sailors are clearly
seen among them.

At noon on April 30, Soviet troops began the final storm of the Reichstag.
According to the English historian Anthony Beevor, sailors were among the
units defending it''2. The assault lasted intermittently until May 2, when the
soldiers in the building’s garrison surrendered. It can be assumed that among
them were sailors from the Kriegsmarine. In particular, one photo taken after
the Battle of Berlin shows captured Kriegsmarine sailors, but since their
uniforms lack any insignia, it is impossible to identify which unit do they
belong to.

Even if the sailors had managed to avoid the fate of the Reichstag
defenders and made their way to General Moncke’s troops, this would not have
affected their fate, as they surrendered on May 2'"°.

" Tissier Le, T. Race for the Reichstag... P. 159.
"2 Bigop E. Jlpyra cBitoBa Biiiua... C. 791.
' sayer |. Hitler's last general. London: Bantam, 1989. P. 310-312.
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In conclusion. In a critical situation at the front, the Wehrmacht widely
used the tactic of creating «Alarm» units. Most often, they were created to
achieve a situational goal in a particular area of the front. Such method of
forming units led to their extremely heterogeneous composition and limited
combat capability. At the last stage of the war in Europe, the Volkssturm and
members of the Kriegsmarine and Luftwaffe began to be massively involved in
the «Alarm» units. Despite the heterogeneous composition and low level of
combat training of most of the fighters, they were able to demonstrate some
local successes during the defence of Konigsberg and other German cities. The
German High Command continued to use «Alarmy units in the most critical
areas of the front.

Given the clear superiority of Soviet troops in the Battle of Berlin, the
German High Command took a number of measures to increase the number of
garrison troops in the city. After the Soviets surrounded Berlin, the only
available way to bring in reinforcements was by air. The sailors of the
Kriegsmarine were chosen as reinforcements for besieged Berlin, and Grand
Admiral Karl Donitz was to be in charge of training the units and controlling
their transfer. This marked the beginning of the transport and logistics
operation «Reichskanzlei».

As a result of the efforts of the Kriegsmarine High Command, 7 «Alarmy
units were formed with a «motley» personnel totalling 9,235 soldiers, who
were limitedly combat-ready due to a lack of weapons. For a number of
reasons, only 9 planes could be used to directly organise the airlift to Berlin, of
which only 5 were able to land in the city. Thus, as a result of operation
«Reichskanzlei», about 110 Kriegsmarine sailors were transported to Berlin. It
has been established that these units were later included in General Moncke’s
battle group and took part in battles with Soviet troops near the Moltke Bridge
and the battles for the Reichstag.

The available visual sources made it possible to assert that at least some of
the sailors did not participate in the attempt to break through the German
troops from the city, but were captured by Soviet troops.

The impact of the Kriegsmarine unit on the Battle of Berlin was rather
insignificant. This was due to both the small size of the unit deployed to the
city and the general situation of the German troops, which as of April 26 had
almost completely exhausted their combat potential.

In turn, operation «Reichskanzlei» is an example of a little known military
and logistics operation of the last days of the war in Europe. It showed that the
German military machine, even when on the verge of collapse, could organize
and implement decisive military operations. In addition, it reveals the personal
factor of Grand Admiral Karl Donitz as one of the main executors of the
operation, which adds additional touches to his historical portrait. In the works
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of foreign historians on the activities of the Grand Admiral in the final stages
of the war, attention is focused mainly on his role in organizing the evacuation
of German troops and refugees to the West''*. Nevertheless, the events of
operation «Reichskanzlei» showed how easily the Grand Admiral was ready to
send 9,235 Kriegsmarine soldiers under his command to their deaths in order to
fulfill Adolf Hitler’s order. It could be concluded that the German Grand
Admiral should have been guided not by blind faith in the ideals of National
Socialism, but by a much more complex set of feelings, including an
understanding of the futility of further defending the besieged capital of the
«millennial Reich» and a sense of responsibility towards his own subordinates,
whose lives he was ready to sacrifice in the last days of the war in Europe.

The study also examined the practice of using «Alarm» units in a critical
situation at the front. Such units can indeed be successfully used to perform
urgent tasks, such as conducting a counterattack to eliminate an enemy
breakthrough or, on the contrary, organising the defence of an important point.

Based on the analysis of the German experience, it can be concluded that
the creation and use of mixed units should be viewed as a forced and temporary
step that can ensure the fulfilment of short-term and local combat missions. It
is worth emphasising the fact that such «Alarmy» units, whose personnel have
neither the appropriate weapons nor the necessary combat skills to handle
them, will in no way be able to demonstrate the same coordinated and effective
work as a fully trained unit.

Thus, it is worth emphasising that «Alarmy units should be disbanded after
completing the tasks for which they were created and stabilising the situation
on the frontline where they were used. Only then this practice can demonstrate
maximum effectiveness on the battlefield. Abuse of this practice can lead to
unnecessarily high losses of personnel in such units and the deaths of valuable
technical specialists or support personnel, which in turn undermines the combat
value of the units to which they belong.

This undoubtedly useful and relevant experience of the Second World War
in Europe should be kept in mind in the context of the Russo-Ukrainian war,
during which the ability to use all subordinate soldiers as efficiently and
correctly as possible, regardless of their combat speciality, is essential for a
professional commander.

"% For example, see Turner B. Karl Doenitz ant the last days of the Third Reich. Icon
Books, 2016.

" The basis for the map on the next page was taken from the United States Military
Academy West-Point. URL: https://www.westpoint.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/digital-
history-center/atlases/wwii-european-theatre (mara 3sepHenHs 25.04.2024). The author of the
article has corrected some mistakes made by American researches and applied marks for the
operation «Reichskanzlei».
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OIMEPALISI «PANXCKAHIIEJISIPISI» (22-27 KBITHSI 1945 p.):
BLJIA ILISIMA BUTBH 3A BEPJIIH

Ceimnoi nam’ smi Mo2o 6UKIA0AYA MA HAYKOBO20 HACAGHUKA
Kocmanmuna FOxumosuua I'nomo30u 6e3 nopad, niompumky ma uwiiaxemHoi camosiooaui
K020 NOBHOYIHHE 00CHidHCeHHs onepayii «Patixckanyenapis» 0Y10 6 HeMONCTUBUM.

Anomauyia. Mema nonsicac 8 cnpobi KOMHIEKCHO20 O0CHIONCEHHS HIMEYbKOL
Mpancnopmuo-i02icmuynoi onepayii «Patixckanyenapia», yiino axoi oyna docmaska
niopo3dinie Kpircmapine nogimpsinum wiisixom 0o omouenozo bepnina. Ocrosnumu
3A80AHHAMU € BUCBIMIEHHA nepedyMos, nepebicy ma pesyivmamis onepayii «Paiixc-
KaHyenapis» 6 KoHmexkcmi oumeu 3a bepnin ma 6ugueHHs NPAKMuKy 3ACMOCy8aHHs
KNOACENHCHUX NIOPO30INIE 8 YMOBAX KpumuuHoi cumyayii Ha ppornmi. Memoodonozis.
3acmocosano 3a2anbHOHAYKOGI MemoOu. curmes, amanis, IHOYKYis, 0edyKyis, a ma-
KOJIC icmopuyHi Memoou:. npoOAeMHO-XPOHONOSIUHULL, iICHOPUKO-DEempOCHeKmMUSHUIL,
icmopuko-kpumuunuti ma memoo coyianvroi mepedxci. Hoeuzna. B nayxosuii obie
6600sIMbCsL HIMeYbKi apxieHi OoKymenmu uacieé J[pyeoi ceimoeoi eilHu, wo 0Oyau
saxonneni Yepsonorw apmieto ma sugeszeni 0o Paosncvrozo Coio3y, de 30epicaromuvcs
domenep y eanyzesux apxisax Minicmepcmea Oboponu ma @CH Pociiticoxoi @ede-
payii. Taxooc 3anyueHi c8IOUEHHs GIUCLKOBOCIYICO06YIE HiMeybKol apmii, saxi Oyau
be3nocepednbo 0omuyHi 00 BUKOHAHHS onepayii. /{11 6UKOHAHHA NOCMABLEHUX 00-
CIOHUYbKUX 3A80AHb BUKOPUCMAH] MAN08i0oMI 8 YKpaiHcobKili icmopioepaghii npayi
T'tonmepa Omma ma Towui Jle Ticoepa. Ha ocno6i naszeanux oacepen 30ilicHena nepuia
6 icmopioepaghii cnpoba KOMNIEKCHO20 OO0CAIOJNCEHHS nepedymos, nepebdicy ma
Hacniokie onepayii «Paiixckanyenapis». Buchoexu. Y pesyrsmami npogedenozo
00CHIONHCEHH NPOAHANI308AHO NEpedyMO8U NOYaAmKy onepayii «Patixckanyeiapis»,
ocobucmicnull yunHux epocc-aomipana Kapna [vowiya, sk euxonasys onepayii,
0cobosull cknao nioposdinie Kpircmapine, wo 6yau obpami y axocmi niokpinients 0
eapHizony bepiina, npoyec cmeopeHHs HOGIMPSAHO20 MOCHLY 00 00J10JCeH020 Micma, d
maxoic 6e3nocepedHIo yuacmo silcbKo8ocayicobosyie Kpircmapine y bumei 3a Bepiin.
Onepayis «Patixckanyensipis» € npukiaoom Mano00CrioHCeHOl 8iliCbKOBO-102ICuY-
HOI onepayii ocmauHix Ouis siinu 6 €eponi. Bona noxkazana, wo HimeybKa 8iliCbKO8A
MawuHa Hagimv nepedysaiuu Ha MedxiCi KOLANCy Mo2ia Opeamizoeysamu ma 6mi-
J0BAMNU 8 JCUMMS CMINUBL 3 MOUKU 30py cmpameeii 8iticbko6i onepayii. [[o moeo e,
¥V HIll pO3KpUBCs ocobucmicuuti YyuHHUK epoc-aomipana Kapna /{eoniya, ik 00H020 3
207108HUX BUKOHABYIE onepayii, wo, 8 c8or uepzy, 000a10 HOBUX WMPUXIE 00 U020
icmopuynozo nopmpemy. Jocriosxicenus 00cgidy cmeopeHHs ma 3aCmocy8anHs <no-
JHCEIHCHUX NIOPO30LNi6 8 YMOBAX KpUMUUHOT cumyayii Ha GpoHmi € 008011 8ANCIUBUM
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ma aKkmyaibHum 3 027150y HA MO0l pOCIUCLKO-YKPAIHCOLKOT GiliHU, AKI NOKA3AAU, U0
NpaKmuKa 3acmocy8ants nooiOHux niopo3dinie mpueae odoci. Tum He menut, épa-
Xo8yrouu pe3yibmamu 00CHIONCEHHs, MOJMCHA KOHCMAMY8amu, wo maxi niopo3oiiu
Maoms NOMEHYIan GUKIIOUHO OJisl BUKOHAHHA NEBHUX KOPOMKOMPUBAIUX TOKATbHUX
3a60aHb MAKUX, K MKI0ayis Npopuey CynpomueHUKA 4 Op2anizayis KOHMPAamaxu, 8
MoUl Yac sIK OCHOBHY PONib Y 6e0enHi OoUosux Oili Maromv GUKOHY8AMU i0N0GIOHO
mpeHnosani, 030pOcHi Ma 31a2004CeHi niOpo30inu.

Kniouoei cnoea. bumsa 3a Bepnin, onepayis «Paiixckanyenapis», Kapn [voniy,
Kpircmapine, «noorcesrcni» niopozdinu, bamanviion «epoc-aomipan voniy», wmypm
Paiixcmaey.



